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a patriotic man must bear in order to sustain and 
support the Government which protects him 
against other Governments, Our Treasury is so 
redundant that we are paying the debt of the coun- 
try before it is due, and giving a premium of from 
twelve to twenty dollars on a hundred dollars for 

ermission to do it, yet gentlemen say you must 
protect industry, and should not reduce the public 
burdens. This country presents an extraordina- 
ry phenomenon to the world. With this public 


burden upon the people, the taxation from your || 
revenue laws filling theTreasury to such an extent 


that you are, as I have said, and | wish to repeat 
itin orderto bring it before the people, paying 
your debt before itis due, and giving from twelve 


to twenty dollars on the one hundred dollars for the || 
privilege of doing it—gentlemen say you are not to |, 


reduce that burden! 
facts. 


That is the exact state of 


But, sir, there is another great necessity for | 


reducing the revenue. As long as the Treasury 
is redundant, it is a corrupting fund, and de- 
bauches the public morals. It is ahot-bed, which 
creates that pseudo-patriotism which brings men 
here day by day, to your doors, offering wonder- 
ful projects to improve the condition of the public 
by theirschemes. It is that which gives to your 
Collins line hundreds of thousands of dollars out 
of your Treasury, in a way which was so severely 
rebuked here yesterday, and the day before. No 
greater evil, in my opinion, can befall a people 
desiring to be free, than to have their Treasury 
full to overflowing, and derived from sources 


which the people do not feel and do not know; |) 


but yet when there is a proposition to reduce that 
burden honorable gentlemen talk of protection. 

Now, Mr. President, let us come back to the 
issue between the honorable Senator from Del- 
aware and myself. I meant to make no impu- 
tation upon him whatever. 
back that word; it is too strong. I will say that I 
meant to suggest nothing as to his views on this 
subject. I stated, as a fact, according to my rec- 
ollection, that the first suggestion on the agitating 
subjects which have been introduced into the 
debate, came from that honorable gentleman. 
What was it? That at the next session of Con- 
gress, when in the popular branch of representa- 
tion that party would be in power#w 
derstood him to say, more than once, represented 
the true feeling of the country, they might 

* Commend the ingredients of our poison’d chalice 

To our owa lips.”’ 

How? Why, that they might put some of those 
obnoxious measures to which allusion has been 
made upon an appropriation bill, and thus compel 
us either to take those measures or to destroy the 
bill. Sir, l heard rumors of that before, out of 
doors. | meant to ascribe nothing in the world to 
the Senator further thar this: that I understand 
him to be here the exponent of that party. I will 
do the honorable Senator the justice to say that if 
sucha measure—I mean one repealing the fugitive 
slave law, or repealing the Neheasie law, or any 
law connected with the institution of slavery— 
should come from that House to this, either as a 
separate measure, or as ingrafted upon an appro- 
priation bill, he will be found with those who are 
repeliing it. I meant only to say that when the 
suggestion came from that quarter, it came from 
a Senator who, | have understood, (and if it is 
untrue, let him deny it,) is the exponent of that 
new party on this floor, and [ wanted to call pub- 


cause | presume he speaks from authority. 


Now, Mr. President, I agree with my honor- | this session, recommended a revision of the tariff. | 
able colleague, [Mr. Hunrer,] and with others 'The other House did not go into it in detail. || 
who entertain the sentiments which he hasavowed || Why, ail 


here. It is irregular legislation to place a tariff || selves. They sent it to us here as a concrete |, 


bill, or any other incongruous matter, in an 
appropriation bill. But what is the experience of 
the country? Why, sir, we have found from 
practical experience that, at least, at the short 
session of Congress, you can get no measure 
through unless you can make that measure avail 


itself of the vehicle of an appropriation bill. This || from the people money which is not wanted by | 
There is no precedent in || the Government. 


18 not the first instance. 
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| this. The precedent has been established before. 
| {t startles honorable gentlemen because it is a great 


| Measure which is placed in this vehicle in order to 
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ve imminent, pressing, that this should be 
'done. If 


the fact be that, in the mode proposed 


|| in these various classes and schedules, there is 


| get it through; but we have measurescomparatively || some injustice done, leave to future legislation to 


| Minor every day made to avail themselves of the | remedy it. I will go with honorable gentlemen 


| same aid of getting through in legislation. 
frankly admit that it is irregular, but what are we 
to do? 

I have not gone into this tariff scheme as some 
honorable gentlemen have done. I do not know 


whether it will take a little here, or add a little | 


I again | 


who have given their attention to the subject; 


|| always keeping in view the great end of reducing 


| 


there; whether it will elevate this interest, or de- | 


| press the other. I do know that it will reduce the 
| revenue; I do know that it will deplete the Treas- 
ury, or, at least, | know that it is intended for that 


e that the popular branch of representation— 
| where alone these measures can originate—prefer 
| doing it in this mode, and sending it to us, I should 
consider that [ was almost suicidal to my coun- 
try, entertaining the views I do, if I refused to 
_adopt it because it comes in a manner not alto- 


ury; and | care not whether it adds a little here, 
or takes a little there, if it will produce that gen- 
eral and great result. | want to bring the Treasary 
down, to stop its overflow; I want to leave the 
| money derived from taxation, which is not needed 
for the Government of the country, with the people 

| from whom 1t is taken. 
I look upon taxation as a public burden, one 
which the people must bear, and ought to bear, 
fairly and loyally, and which the American peo- 
ple always have borne as long as it was necessary, 
that they should bear that burden; but, that you 
should inflict a burden upon the people with a 


|| view to protection, I agree with my honorable 





|| the Legislature. The 
lic attention to it, coming from that quarter, be- 


| friend from South Carolina, is an exploded doc- 


| trine. Ithas gone by. The age for protection to 
No, sir, I will take || i 


any interest, | care not what, has gone with the 


|| doctrine of monopolies and building up classes 


and interests. I understood the honorable Sen- 
ator from Delaware, in speaking of those agri- 
cultural States requiring or asking protection, I 
| know not which, to include my own and very 
| honored State, Virginia. Sir, Virginia has now 
_ become a grower of the cereal grains. Her largest 


| capital is invested in the product of the cereal || 
hich, | un- |! 


| grains; and [ claim, so long as she confides to me 
the honor of representing her, the right of speaking 

| her opinions on this subject. She wants no pro- 

| tection. I may confidently, as her representative, 

| repudiate the idea of protection for her. 

Sir, I think the signs of the times show that 

| the American people, laboring as they once did 


|| under this exploded doctrine of protection, have 
|| risen far superior to it. 


They want to be let 
| alone. Legislate for them no further than actual 
| protection against each other in their private 


| relations, or against foreign Governments in their | 


| national relations is concerned, and they will 
| best thrive. Let them alone; let each man seek 


out the path to his own happiness and welfare; 
| do not attempt to guide it or cortrol it by legis- 


| lation; and then you best subserve the interests of | 


| your people. 


| Mr. President, in the Constitution of the United | 


| States, it is provided that ‘‘all bills for raising 


ea and is expected so to operate. If the fact | 


| revenue shall originate in the House of Represent- | 
| atives.’? They cannot originate in the Senate; we | 
|ean do nothing on that subject, but revise that | 


| which is sent to us by the codrdinate branch of 
reasury Department, as a 
| branch of the Executive, in the documents com- 


| municated to Congress at the commencement of 


| measure in this bill. I dare say it would have 
| been far better, in order to adjust all the conflict- 
| ing interests, that they should have sent this meas- 
| ure in a separate bill; but they have sent to usa 
| bill to reduce the revenue. The great end to be 
| attained is to reduce the revenue—to cease to take 


entlemen may determine for them- || 


| 
| 


| 


I repeat there is a great public |. 


gether regular. 1 know it will deplete the Treas- | 


| purpose to do it. 

is threatened; and I tell honerabie Senators around 
| me, when that time shall come, when the popular 
| branch of this Legislature shall adopt a measure 





the revenue, to do it in such manner as shall be 
least oppressive to the industrial classes of the 
country. But, sir, reduce the revenue; that is the 
great end to be attained; and when we find a prop- 
osition in this bill, incongruous if you will, and 
yet having precedent every year, the result of 
which will be to reduce the revenue, I say, so far 
as | know the disposition of the American people, 
certainly of that portion of them whom I repre- 


|, sent, they demand it at our hands. 


Sir, | have no desire to go into this subject fur- 
|ther than may be necessary in anticipation of 
| what may occur at the time, when the honorable 
| Senator from Delaware said, if | understood him 
| aright, the prevailing opinion of the people of the 

United States will be represented in the popular 
' branch of Congress next winter. It may be com- 
| petent to our coérdinate branch in legislation to 
| place upon an appropriation bill a proposition to 


|| repeal the fugitive slave law, orto restore the Mis- 
|| souri line. I again disclaim connecting that honor- 


able Senator with any such measure. It isnot my 
But, sir, thatday may come; it 


| either to restore the Missouri line, or to repeal the 
| law for the reclamation of fugitive slaves, I trust, 
| for the honor of the South, for the dignity and 
| character of my people, that no objection will be 
| taken to it because of the form in which it comes. 
| | trust it will be considered perfectly immaterial 
whether it comes as an independent measure, or 
| as a clause in an appropriation bill. Sir, if there 
| is no protection for us but in a mere matter of 
| form in legislation, we are gone, and deserve to 
| die, and to die the inglorious and ignoble death of 
| dependents who have not the power or the spirit 
| to protect themselves. 
Now, sir, | frankly tell the honorable Senator 
from Delaware that, in ordinary legislation, this 
may be irregular in an appropriation bill, but it is 
| a great measure for the country to reduce the rev- 
| enue, to deplete the Treasury; and if injustice be 
| done to particular industrial classes, we can adjust 
that hereafter. But so far as it is a precedent for 
| any measure that the South may hereafter resist, 
I care not a two-pence for it,and | know my 
| people will never inquire whether there was a 
precedent or not. If that great party—numeri- 
cally great, for I suppose even the honorable 
| Senator from Delaware would not dignify it by 
speaking of its greatness, or allowing me to spea 


|| of it, in any other term than as numerically great— 


if that party, or any other, at the next session of 
Congress, or at any future session, should pro- 
pose to repeal the existing legislation for the recla- 
mation of fugitive slaves, { putit to that honorable 
Senator, will he ask whether it is done according 
to rule or not, will he frame any objection to it 
merely on account of its beirg done according to 
rule, or not? Sir, itis perfectly immaterial to me 
—I admitI speak only for myself, but I also speak 
as a representative from the State of Virginia, a 
State holding the largest interest of any in the 
Union in that species of property—and I say 
if that thing is done, and that State should be so 
recreant to herself as to tolerate it for one hour, | 
should be lost to all sense of self-respect, | should 
be humiliated to represent her here after that hour 
on this floor. High and honorable as | consider 


the trust, I should be humiliated to represent her — 


here from that hour, if she were to tolerate it. 

Mr. President, I shall not go into this subject. 
I should not allude to it now but that honorable 
gentlemen, and amongst them the Senator from 
New York, have spoken of it as a precedent that 
the South might have occasion possibly —— 

Mr. SEWARD. I beg the honorable Senator’s 
pardon. He is under a misapprehension of what 
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Isnid. I have said nothing about the South to- | 
night; not a word. 

Mr. MASON. I donot mean to do injustice to 
the Senator from New York, or any other Sen- 
ator. I do not know that he spoke of the South, 
perhaps | misconstrued him; but I did understand 
him to eay and to mean, that at a future day the 
appropriation bills might be made a vehicle for || 
putting upon the country some of those olnoxious 
messures, with the alternative of defeating the 
villa, and | understood his allusion to be to meas- |) 
ures affecting the institution of slavery. If I do | 
him injustice, let him correct me. aa 

Mr. SEWARD. My argument was that this |, 
was a revolutionary and factious measure. I traced 
it out to its consequences, and I said, by way of | 
iMlustration, that if this precedent should be estab- || 
lished, there might be ingrafted upon appropria- | 
tion bills hereatter, measures of freedom, or of | 
slavery. J said that. 

Mr. MASON. Precisely; then it is perfectly | 
immaterial whether the Senator spoke the word 
**South’’ or not. The institution is atthe South, 
and at the South alone. Now,I| only mean to 
say to that honorable Senator, and all others, as 

far as my opinion goes, that any suggestion of 
that sort cannot affect my course upon this appro- 
priation bill one jot. I care not for the precedent, 
and I repeat, that I trust, for the honor, the dig- 
nity, and the character of the South, where this 
institution prevails, when such a measure is per- | 
fected in the other branch of the Legislature—that | 
branch where alone revenue biils can originate— || 
and they ingraft upon them anything affecting the || 
institution of slavery, the South will never object 
to it because it is incongruous, or not warranted 
by rule, or comes out of place. If they do so 
object to it, they will deserve, what they will re- | 
coive, to pass under the yoke, and be themselves || 
slaves. ‘They will merit their destiny. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I had pur: | 
posed to reply to the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Burter,] when the member 
from Virginia [Mr. Mason] rose,and voluntarily | 
interposed between us; but he hasimposed on me 
the double necessity of replying both to him and 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina, and || 
I shall endeavor to do it in the shortest possible || 
time. 

Thehonorable Senator from Virginia haschosen || 
to represent me here as the exponent of a great | 
party in this country. The allusion everybody || 
understands—the American party of the country, | 
if it may be so called: others may call it the 
Know-lethiog party. Now, air, ifthe gentleman 
meane to represent me as the exponent of the 
secret order of United Americans, Somat express 
my surprise, because | supposed that that honor- 
able Senator, and every other here, knew perfectly | 
well that while I entertained the highest respect | 
for such gentlemen of that order as | happen to | 
know belong to it, and regard them as patriots 
who seek the public good, as much as he or I can, 
yet I had not the honor to belong to the mysterious | 
order to which he has referred. Nor, sir, is the | 
honorable member justifiable in representing me | 
as the exponent of the American party of the 
country; but [ am an humble member of that 
party, proud to acknowledge it, and ready to de- 
fend its principles against him here, and at all 
times and places. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to | 
ask him whether the party which he calls the || 
American party is that party which other people | 
call the Know-Nothing party. 1] 

Mr. CLAYTON. No, sir; I speak of a party | 
whose principles are publicly avowed, a party, the 
members of which have met in public in my own 

State and in many others, and proclaimed their 
creed to the world, a party which in Delaware | 
triumphed at the election and carried the State, a | 
party not made up of men who meet in secret 
merely, but promulgating an open platform to the 
country; and I will refer to just so much of its | 


creed (every portion of which I am ready to de- |, 
fend against all comers, I repeat, whenever it is | 
proper to discuss it) as the gentleman has seen fit | 
to draw into controversy. | 

Mr. MASON. Every part of which, | under- | 
stand the Senator, he is prepared to defend. Does |, 
he defend the secret organization and the secret | 
oaths of that party. 


Mr. CLAYTON. The gentleman knew per- || 


i} 
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| discussion. 





I know nothing about the secret oaths, never having 
belonged to the order, yet he thought it would 
have a fine effect to put it. [Laughter.} Ele calls 
on me to defend something about which I am as 
ignorant as he is. If he wishes to learn the prin- 
ciples of the American party to which I am at- 
tached, I shall be happy to instruct him when he 
desires it. I donot mean at this time to go intoa 


| general discussion of the principles of the Ameri- 


can party, unless it is his wish to provoke such a 
I intend to answer just so much as 
the honorable gentleman has chosen to charge 
againstme. I say.‘*charge,’’ because by inuendo, 
if he has not done it directly and openly, he has 


undertaken to represent that, at the next session | 


of Congress, in the other House, there is to be a 
party—and he, even ventured to quote me as 
authority for it—in the majority there, that is to 


aid in the fatal measure of placing a provision for | 


the repeal of the fugitive slave law upon the gen- 


| eral appropriation bills, or of placing upon those | 
bills some one or other of those propositions 


which have heretofore divided the North and 
South; such, for instance, as the repeal of the 
Missourr compromise line, or a declaration that 
no slave State shall be admitted into the Uuion, 
or the abolition of slavery in this District. He 
thought it politic and advisable to single me out 
and hold me up as the man who had-first shown 
the Senate how, if this iniquitous proposition to 
coerce this body into a repeal or alteration of the 
tariff should prevail, the repeal of the fugitive slave 
law might at some future session (I did not even 
say the next session) be thus forced into the gen- 
eral appropriation bills by one House, and the 


| other compelled to accept it, or leave the Govern- 
|| ment without supplies. 


cluding the honorable member from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Benxsamin,] my own colleague, [Mr. Bay- 


|| anD,] and both the Senators from Pennsylvania | 
followed me, taking the same view of the subject, 


|} and even more elaborately pointing out the very 


same danger of forcing the repeal of the fugitive 


slave law upon one House of Congress by the | 


other as aconsequence of this mode of coercing an 
alteration of the tariff. Yet the Senator from Vir- 
ginia made no allusion to one of them. 


” 


can’? among them, for a sentiment common to | 


more than half the Senate. He shall be welcome 
to all he gains by this discrimifiation. 


Now, sir, let me te!l the honorable gentleman— | 


and | tell him with pride and pleasure—that the 
party to which I am attached, and which calls 
itself American, has publicly repudiated every- 
thing of the kind which he and his party Demo- 
erats seek to attribute to it, firmly resolved to 
ignore the slavery question in the halls of Con- 
gress, so far as it has power, and to permit no 
man to take a seat in either branch of Congress 
who does not agree to ignore it. That is the vital 
principle of the great American party in this 


country to which ! belong. 


Mr. MASON. 
party question. 
derstood the honvrable Senator from Delaware to 


I did not mean to go into this 


| say that there was to be a true expression of the 
| public feeling in the next House of Representa- 


tives, derived through that party; and I have heard 


out of doors, from every quarter, and I believe it | 
is true, that one of the great measures they are to | 


project is to affect this institution. 
Mr. CLAYTON. No, sir. 
word of truth in that accusation. 
has suffered himself to be grossly deceived. 
Mr. MASON. The honorable Senator says 
that one of the great measures of that party is to 


ignore the question of slavery as a matter of Fed- | 


eral legislauion. 
Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir. 
down all agitations, northern or southern. 


Mr. MASON. Now, | ask the honorable Sen- | 
| ator is not that party .in the ascendant in Massa- 
chusetts? Is not that party in the ascendant in | 
Michigan? Is not that party in the ascendant in | 
Have we not the | 
representatives of that party either now upon this | 


Iilinois? I will go no further. 


floor or about tocome here, and are they not those 


who go furthest upon this question of Federal | 
legislation in reference to the institution of slavery. | 
Mr. CLAYTON. While these interrogatories | 


surprise, and even astonish me, | am yet quite will- 


ing to answer them, so far as it is in my power to | 
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Six other Senators, in- | 


He held | 
me alone responsible, as | was the only ‘*Ameri- | 


I alluded to it only because | un- | 


There is not one | 
The gentleman | 


» } 
It intends to put | 


March 1, 


'| half a dozen in quick succession, and it is not only 
| very hard to remember so many, but impossibly 
| to answer them while he interrupts me before ms 
| allows me time to reply. (Laughter.] , 

| Mr. MASON. Allow me to say to the 
| 





tor, ‘* By their fruits ye shall know om 


Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir, you shall know 
them by their fruits; you shall know all about 
them in a year or two from this time. [Laugiter 
He will probably acquire some knowledge of these 

fruits sooner than that. (Laughter } Though | 
might well deny his right to catechise me, yetl 
| choose to answer his inquiries when it is in m 
power to do so; because | may, by doing so, ey. 
| pose some current and very gross misrepresent. 
| tions in regard to the principles of the American 
organization in the States of this Union. 

Mr. MASON. 1 asked about three States, 

| Mr. CLAYTON. Let him have patience tij\ | 
can answer. But I mean, before I answer all hig 
'| questions, to confine the gentleman to the point 
| on which he ventured to arraign my friends, and 
| called on me to defend them. 1| do not intend tha} 
| heshall escape from it, by drawing off my atten. 
| tion by his questions. If he meant anything b 

_ appealing to me, he meant that the American part 

| to which | am attached is a party which is to 
| connect itself hereafter with the base purpose of 
|| dissolving this Union, or jeopardizing its safety, 
' On the other hand, I repeat the declaration | have 
| already made, that the main pillar in the edifice 
|| which that party have erected, the great substra- 
| tum upon which the whole party rests, is the de- 
| termination to ignore the slavery question, and 
|| everything connected with it, as a party question, 
|| It will be their great object to exert themselves to 
the utmost to make brothers and friends of north- 
ern and southern, eastern and western men. They 
will seek to bind together all true Americans, in 
every quarter of the country, in the glorious pur- 
pose of maintaining the union and tranquillity of 
| these States. For this purpose, they will notonly 
| refuse to agitate topics of a sectional character, or 
| which can excite discord and bad feelings between 
| men residing in different parts of the country, but 
they will repudiate all such agitators, whether 
| northern or southern, as demagogues who are 
dangerous to their peace and safety. They will 
study and sustain all measures which can elevate 
the character of the American citizen both at home 
and abroad, and to enable themselves to achieve 
these objects they will throw ail their ancient party 
feuds to the winds, 

The pregervation of the Union of the States is 
the greateSt of all the objects they have in view. 
Sir, let me tell the honorable gentleman that object, 
in their judgment, rises infinitely above all others, 
| and especially above all former petty party consid: 
erations. I know, sir, that at this moment, the 
friends to whom I am attached, now to be found 
in every State of the Union, have taken this view 
of this great subject of discord which exists between 
the North and South, and I commend it now to the 
attention of the gentleman from Virginia as worthy 
of his own approval and adoption. They have 
feared, from all they have witnessed during the last 
year, for the safety of their country; and, sir, with 
true American hearts, they have resolved to sustain 
the dearest interests of that country, to support 
the Union, at all hazards and to the last extremily, 
against all former parties and all existing parties 
‘| in — and every quarter. And they will sink 

out of sight tariffs, internal improvements, Whiz- 
ism, Democracy, and every other issue that has 
|| existed between the old, worn out, effete parties 
of former days, in order to attain that great pur- 

ose. 

Mr. RUSK. Will the honorable Senator allow 
me to ask him a question, as I begin to feel a litle 
alarmed about that party ? 

Mr. CLAYTON. I hope the honorable gen- 
tleman will recollect that | am plied quite libera''y 
with questions at this time. 

Mr. RUSK. I! know that; but I intend to ask 
but one question as to the tremendous power of 
that party. J 

Mr. MASON. I hope the Senator will allow 
me to notice that the Senator from Delaware has 
not answered a single question which I put 
him. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Come one at a time, gen 
tlemen. ‘How can you expect me to answer either 
of you until you give me time. Be not so restless 








fectly well when he propounded that question that || do so; but the honorable gentleman has put abeut || and uneasy. 
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Mr. MASON. _ 1 propose to give time. ; 

Mr. RUSK. I begin to feel some apprehension 
about the force of that party; and ] desire to know 
from the honorable Senator if there has been a 
reoular organization of it outside the State of Del- 

yarer 
a4 CLAYTON. Yes, sir; in your own State 
as well as all others. The open American part 
is found now in nearly every part of the Union. 
Let the gentleman from Texas wait for the devel- 
opments that are to come, and he will hear enough 
to quiet him. There will be music around his 
own ears within eighteen months from this night. 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. President, I am a very good-natured man, 
and shall endeavor to answer the remarks and 
questions of these impatient and sensitive gentle- 
men with my usual good temper. Sol recur to 
what the gentleman from Virginia desires me to 
meet, but he must permit meto answer him in my 
own way, and in my own time. Sir, in the pro- 

ress of their remarks, the Senators from Virginia 
and South Carolina both indulged in a tone by no 
means unusual here: of defiance of the power and 


contempt for the authority of this Union in certain | 


contingercies which they stated as possible to oc- 
cur. I have heard during this debate threats and 
menaces of what Virginia or South Carolina was 
to do, ifa new attempt at certain improper legis- 
Jation should be futurely made; and in a debate, 
which occurred a few days ago, | was sorry to 
hear mienaces against the existence of this Union, 
as well as contingencies stated in which it might be 
and should be dissolved. 
to the Senate of the United States, these threats 
were strange to me and quite appalled me. They 
sound now painfully in my ears. They do, in- 
deed, give me infinite pain. But, sir, knowing 
we character and power of the great party which 
means to sustain this Union, knowing that the 


tain it, { am not to be frightened from my propri- 
ety and duty by menaces. No, sir, you may 
threaten here, in Congress, as much as you please; 
you may throw your taunts and sneers at each 
other, (and it always gives me pain when it is 
done by a northern man towardsa southern man, 
or a southern man to a northern man;) you may 
talk largely about the dissolution of the Union; 
but, sirs, it is my confident belief that if every 
man of you were to resolve to-morrow that the 
Union should be dissolved—if every man in both 


Houses were to resolve it—the people of the | 


United States, attached as they are to that Union 
by considerations infinitely above all the party 
politics of the day, would come here, and either 
hang the whole of you, or throw you all into the 
Potomac. [{Laughter, and applause in the gal- 
leries.} Sir, knowing that these threats are made 
to achieve party objects at this time, I regard them 
as proper subjectsof derision. This Union stands 
upon a basis that cannot be shaken, and it never 
will be, in the lifetime of any man of ycu, or of 
your children, or grandchildren after you. We 
shall hear for some months to come pending cer- 
tain elections, that the K#®w-Nothings are about 
to repeal the fugitiveslave law, or perpetrate some 
other enormity that will dissolve the Union. But 
this silly outcry will cease when the party pur- 
pose for which it has been raised shall have been 
achieved or frustrated. The Union will stand 
when the agitators shall be forgotten, and with 
every succeeding year, it will become more and 
more the object of the love, the admiration, and 
the veneration of every true American heart. 
‘As some tall cliff that rears its mighty form, 
Sweills from the vale, and midway leaves the storm, 


Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head !”? 


[Applause in the galleries. } 
After order had been restored by the Presiding 
Officer, Mr. Cayton proceeded. 


Now, Mr. President, for the other questions | 


which the honorable gentleman from Virginia 
asked me, whether the party which had possession 
of the government of Michigan and some other 
tates, were not Abolitionists? 
Mr. MASON. No, sir; I asked the Senator 
this: whether the party which I call, or which the 
world calls, Know-Nothings, but which he now 


calls the American party. is not the party that has | 


Possession of the government of Michigan, and is 


lu the ascendency in the Legislature of that State? 
1 want to know that. 


panei 


THE 


Sir, when I first came 





|| Mr. CLAYTON. I have less knowledge of it 
than the gentleman himself. He knows well I 
|| have no knowledge of it. But while I do not 

| know, I can say to him that I do not believe a 
|| syllable of the story that the American party is in 
} theascendant in the government of ti.ose States to 
_which he refers. Three days ago, in the debate 
'| on the bill to execute the laws of the United States, 
| we were told that the anti-Nebraska men were 

| those who governed these States. We were then 
'| told, by those who reside in the Northwest and 
\| understand this mattera great deal better than 
|| either he does or I do, that the anti-Nebraska men 
|| had carried the northwestern States, and elected 





|| several Democratic (not American) Senators, all | 


|| thorough Abolitionists, or Free-Sotlers, but still, 
good Democrats, like the gentleman’s associates 
|| who sit next or near to him in this Chamber, 
| |Messrs. Sumner and Cuase,] and who were 
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| elected by Democratic, yes, Democratic Legisla- | 


|| tures, and are now about to vote with him on this 
‘| bill. But, sir, the honorable gentleman must not 
|| catechise me in regard to the proceedings of the 


tions to me about the Know-Nothings, when | tell 


|| him again and again that I am not a member of | 


| that or any other secret order? 


|| Mr. MASON. The American party—is not 


|| that in possession of the government of that State? | 
|| Mr. CLAYTON. No, sir; but the American | 


|| party is now a powerful one in nearly every State 
| in this Union. 

|| Mr. MASON. I take it for granted that the 
|| has said so. 

|| Mr. CLAYTON. Well, sir, what does the 
|| honorable gentleman wish more? 

‘|| Mr. MASON. lLask the Senator, in his own 
|| terms, is not this party which he calls the Amer- 


government of Michigan, in its Legislature? 
|| Mr. CLAYTON. I have told you that I do 
|| not know it, (laughter,] and do not believe it. 


|| told us that it is in the possession of those who 
| are anti-Nebraska men. 


| chusetts ? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Let the gentleman turn to 
|| the Senator immediately behind him, [Mr. Wir- 
'| son.] [Laughter.] He has declared himself here 
|| to be a Democrat of the State-Rights school of 
| 
|| with him. 

|| Mr.MASON. Mr. President, allow me to say 
|| to the Senator, | am answered—in the face of the 
|| American people, I am answered. 


|| shall be before | have done with you. 
| Mr. MASON. Lam answered. 
| know where the Americans are. Well, sir, there 
|| is an election about to come off in the State of 
Virginia shortly, and he will then find out one 
place where they are; and I venture to say, they 
|| will give him ample satisfaction on all subjects 
|| connected with the extent and power of their or- 
| ganization, abeut which he has made, or desires 
'to make inquiry. (Laughter.} 

|| Mr. President, I know well that I ought to be 
|| the last man to prolong this debate. I made the 
'| motion to strike out from this bill so much as 
|| relates to the tariff; I feel the responsibilities of 
the position I assumed in making the motion; and 
duty forbids that I should do or say anything 








| Senator means to answer the question, because he | 


| Know-Nothings. W hat riget has he to put ques- || 


: 105 





(Mr. Dix,] vainly endeavored to procure the pas- 
sage of his bill for establishing reciprocal free trade 
| for all the products of agriculture between the 
| United States and the British North American 
SS Then, indeed he did represent the 
irginia farmer. But what has he me since, 
| and what does he now seek todo? He has voted 
for, and sustained with ali his energies, the ver 
measure in the shape of a treaty (the reciprocity 
treaty with Great Britain) which he condemned 
so much in the shape of a law, and that, too, 
| although the treaty depended on a law to make it 
a constitutional measure. By this treaty every- 
| thing which the Virginia farmer can produce— 
| grain, cattle, provisions of all kinds, down to the 
poultry, cheese, butter, and eggs, are made duty 
free to the Canadian farmers, who, of course, 
| will appropriate our northern home market, as 
| they are nearer to it, to themselves. And now he 
is ready to bring down, by the very measure be- 
| fore us, the duty on wool from thirty per cent. 
| ad valorem to eight, for the sake of supplying the 
| woolen manufacturers with cheap wool at the ex- 
pense of the farmer. Are the Virginia farmers 


|| satisfied with this too? Sir, it is protection to the 


| manufacturer by discriminating egainst the farmer, 


|| and it is oppressive and ruinous to him, while it 


| temporarily enriches others. 
Let us examine the claims I now make for the 
farmer, and see whether I ask protection for him, 


| and how: A duty of twenty per cent. was never 


|| ican party, that which is now in possession of the | 
great American heartis united and ready to main- || 


|| Gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber have | 


|| gain never to go below twenty per cent. 


| which would prevent the success of that motion; | 
| 


but I have something to say in regard to the sub- 
|| ject of protection upon which the Senator from 
|| Virginia and the Senator from South Carolina 
‘| have dwelt. 
The Senator from Virginia says he does not 


| want any protection for the agricultural interests | 


of Virginia, and the Senator from South Carolina 


} 
|| ginia to speak for the Virginia farmers; but he 
will allow me to express a doubt whether they are 
not still as they formerly were—the supporters 
of the same doctrines which the Senator himself 
and his colleague (Mr. Hunter] so ably advo- 
| cated by their speeches and sustained by their 





i} 





says the same thing for her. Well, sir, I will not | 
deny the superior claim of the Senator from Vir- | 


|| assessed ona home valuation. 


Mr. MASON. Then I will ask as to Massa- || 


1798, and, like his friend from Virginia, is now || revenue duty. 
an advocate for this repeal of the tariff, and votes || had on his grain, and was all that protected hira 
| against foreigners for everything he produced on 


‘(| Mr. CLAYTON. The gentleman wishes to || 


called a protective duty; it was never regarded 
/as anything more than a revenue duty. You 
have repealed this duty, so far as it was laid on 


|| British North American agricultural products, by 


your treaty. Inthe year 1833, when we passed the 
compromise act, which settled the then existing 
| differences between North and South, | was one of 
| those who participated in that action. At that 
time men both from the South and North agreed 


|| that a duty of twenty per cent. was not a protect- 


ive, but a mere revenue duty, and the end of that 
measure was, at the expiration of nine and a half 
years, to bring the duties down from the existing 
condition of things to twenty per cent. ad valorem 
That was intended 
to be the minimum of duty; we were by that bar- 
Every 
southern man was then in favor of maintaining a 
horizontal duty of twenty per cent. on everything 
| we produced, cotton included. The farmer never 

had any other duty for his protection than a mere 
Twenty per cent. was all that he 


his farm. He asked no more. He never asked 


| fora protective duty, and I do not ask it for him 
| now. 
| Mr.CLAYTON. Yes, youare answered; but || You give a protection to the amount of thirty, 
|| you are not quite as fully answered yet, as you | 


But, sir, you discriminate against him. 


forty, and even fifty per cent. to the interests of 
| the manufacturers of the country; and by the 
reciprocity treaty of 1854 you swept away from 
agriculture the whole of the former twenty per 
| cent., which could yield protection only as it was 
incident to revenue, against the immense produc- 
tions of the British North American provinces. 
More, sir, you have, as a necessary consequence of 
this reciprocity treaty, admitted Prussian wheat— 
wheat from the immense and fertile regions around 
the Vistula, from Dantzic, the great wheat market 
of the world, free of duty also. 

The same principle which wasapplied to exempt 
Portuguese wines from duty in consequence of 
| the admission of French wines at a lower rate by 
the treaty of 1831, must necessarily be applied in 
the construction of the Prussian and reciprocity 
treaties. Now, sir, is the farmer to be insulted 
'and told he demands protection when he resists 
this oppressive discrimination which, while it 
gives to the commercial and manufacturing inter- 
ests either prohibition or high duties for their pro- 
tection against foreign competition, refuses to him 
the lowest duty that is given to every one else. 
While you are compelling him to use American 
manufactures or pay duties amounting to thirty 
and forty per cent. on foreign fabrics, while you 
prohibit bim from sending his grain coastwise in 
any vessel that is not American-bailt and owned, 
commanded, and navigated by Americans, you 
| deny him even the lowest revenue duty and buy 
| your very breadstuffs of foreigners duty free, 
| degrading him to the level of the foreigner whose 
| interests you delight to cherish. And yet you 


votes, when a former Senator from New York, || taunt him and tell him, when he complains, that 
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he wants protection and bounties in his favor! 
No, sit, he wants no favors of you, he desires no 
injustice to others, but he will not submit to in- 
justice to himself when it is thus grossly practised 
againathim. He is now receiving war prices for his 
grain, and has to pay heavy prices for all he buys, 
but the reciprocity treaty has scarcely gone into 
vperation, and he does now not feel it. When 
that treaty shall be io full operation, and the 
European war is ended you will hear from him. 
These farmers have stout hearts and strong arms, 
sir, and when once roused to a sense of the injus- 
tice done them, I think you will have to hear from 
them more fully thanany feeble effort of mine could 
induce you to regard them upon this question. 

As to the disclaimer of the Senator trom South 
Carolina, (Mr. Burier,} that his constituents 
want no protection; they have nothing to sell that 
requires it. I know that in adjusting the tariff of 
1833 Mr. Calhoun insisted on the duty on raw 
cotton and obtained it—and at this moment if any 
other nation could successfully raise cotton to 
compete with ours, South Carolina would be 
quite willing to accept it again. 

I did not say that the farmers of my State came 
here asking protection. I said no such thing. 
They will be the last men to ask favors of you, 
or anybody else, especially if those favors are to 
be granted at the expense of others. Neither the 
honorable Senator ont South Carolina nor the 
Senator from Virginia was justified in drawing 
such an inference from anything that I said. 
What I did say was, that protection was granted 
to all others, and denied to the farmers; and that , 
here was a measure calculated and intended to 
strike them down still more by reducing the duty | 
upon their wool, now thirty per cent. to eight per || 
cent. ad valorem. 

Let me not be misunderstood. I have ever been || 
of the opinion that the duty on woolen manufac- | 
tures was far too low to enable those engaged in 
them to compete successfully with foreigners. By | 
the tarif of 1846 you have ruined many of them; 


and I would rejoice now to increase this protec- | 
tion, as well as that due to the wool-growers, but || 
{ would not ruin either of these interests to profit | 
the other. 

Sir, | know that I have trespassed upon the | 
patience of the Senate. I am well aware that a || 
speech at this late hour of the night, (eleven.o’clock | 
FE m.,) from any man, would be unwelcome; and | 

forbear to go further with the discussion, trust- 
ing that it may end here, as I suppose, having 
made the motion, I am entitled to the concluding | 
argument of the question. I am ready for the 
vote, and will detain the Senate no longer. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. Butter] addressed a ques- || 
tion to me which I heard, being in the Chamber, | 
although | was then at a considerable distance 





from my seat. 

Mr. BRODUEAD, (at twenty-five minutes 
after ten o’clock, p.m.) With the consent of the || 
Senator from New York, I move that the Senate | 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays; || 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted— || 
yeas 23, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Meersrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brod- || 
head, Chase, Clayton, Cooper, Douglas, Foot, Gillette, 
James, Jones of Tennessee, Morton, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, || 
Seward, Shields, Sumner, Thompson of New Jersey, || 
Wade, and Wright—23 i 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Brainerd, Bright, | 
Brown, Butler, Clay, Dawson, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, | 
Hunter, Johnson, Jones of lowa, Mallory, Mason, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Slideli, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, Walkef, Wel- || 
ler, Wells, and Wilson—26. | 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bapcer.) | 
The Senator from New York is entitled to the floor. || 

Mr. DOUGLAS. TheSenator from New York | 
has been kind enough to yield me the floor, for || 
which I return him my thanks. I will accept his | 
kindness for the reason that it is probable the state | 
of my health will not allow me to remain in the | 
Senate to-night long enough to vote upon this ques- | 
tion; and | have a few words to say, so that, if I | 
shall be absent when the vote is taken, there may | 
be no misapprehension as to how I would vote, 
if | were present. 

I am for a reduction of the tariff to a strict reve- | 
nue standard. I am a free trade man to the fullest | 
extent that we can carry it and at the same time 
collect revenue enough to defray the expenses of 


> 











| turer? 


Government. In other words, I am for no other || Virginia seem to argue, how is it that 


kind of a tariff than a revenue tariff; but, sir, | 


ought we to revise the tariff and change the whole || for it in both Houses of Congress? 
revenue policy of the Government in the mode || chusetts all of a sudden abandoned the old 
_ proposed in this bill? What is the history of the || ican system? Has she abandoned the pro 
tariff measure which we have now before us? I \| policy? Has she become an advocate 


should like to know from the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance if it has the sanction of any 
committee of either House of Congress? I should 
like to know if it has ever been before a com- 
mittee of either House, and received its approval 
as such? If so, 1am not aware ofit. Then, has 
it the sanction of the Executive branch of the Gov- 
ernment? I understand, on the contrary, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury reported in favor ofa 
different bill, and that this measure ignores the 
recommendations of the Treasury Department. 
Then, sir, we are called upon to revise the tariff, 
and change the whole revenue policy of the Gov- 


ernment by the adoption of a measure brought || 


forward by a member of the House of Represent- 
atives upon his own responsibility, in opposition 
to the wishes of the Treasury Department, in op- 
position to the policy of the Executive branch of 


the Government entrusted with the execution of || 


| 
| 


fiscal affairs, without the concurrence of a com- | 


mittee of either House, and adopted by the House 
under the operation of the previous question, 


| without a word of debate, in violation of therules 


of the House; and it is sent to us, and we are re- 
quired to take it without the slightest considera- 
tion, and even without a reading, in violation of 


| the rules of the Senate also. 


Sir, I wish to know what is to be the effect of 


this measure on the great interests of the country | 


before I can give it my vote. So far as I have 
been able to understand it, instead of being pred- 


| icated on the revenue principle, it is a thorough, 


rigid, protective bil, abandoning the principles of 


the tariff of 1846, abandoning the revenue princi- | 


|| ple upon which we supposed the country had 
| planted itself, and, in lieu of it, substituting a pro- | 
|| tective principle, with odious and unjust discrim- 


inations against great material interests in ourown 
country. 


I am willing to reduce the tariff in accordance || 


with the principles of the tariff of 1846; | am will- 
ing to take that act and provide for a reduction of 
twenty per cent. on the schedules contained in it. 


But in lieu of that, it is here proposed to transfer | 
articles from one schedule to another, and to re- | 


| verse the principles of that act, by making discrim- | 


inations against the great agricultural interests of | 
the country, and unjust to my own constituents. | 


Under these circumstances, I cannot be expected 
to take it without examination or explanation. 


measure in all its details, | may be permitted to 
call attention to one or two items. 


terests, by abandoning or oppressing certain other 
interests. It transfers wool from one schedule to 


| another, and then, by applying the graduation of 


twenty per cent., | am informed that it reduces 
the duty on wool from thirty to eight per cent., 


|| which is equivalent to a nominal duty. Why 


this departure from the revenue standard, by shift- 
ing the schedules, if the object be, as is alleged, 


merely to reduce the duties to the wants of the | 


Government for revenue purposes. Why should 


| 


| Without having the opportunity of reviewing the | 


While the bill | 
| professes to reduce the duties twenty per cent. on 
| the schedules of the tariff of 1846, it changes the 
| schedules so as to protect and foster certain in- 


| 


| 


the interests of the wool grower be depressed by 


| a reduction from thirty to eight per cent., while 


the duty is retained at its maximum on the man- | 
ufactured article for the protection of the manufac- | 


by reducing each twenty per cent. on the schedule 
of 1846? 

Besides, this measure transfers all dye-stuffs, 
and almost all raw materials from the schedule 
in which they were placed in the act of 1846, 
and puts them in the free list, or in a schedule 
on which the duty is merely nominal. By 


transferring those articles from one schedule to | 
another, you legislate away large amounts, per- | 


haps millions of revenue, into the hands of the 
manufacturers to reconcile them to this project. 
I have asked gentlemen from the New Enel 

States, the highest protective tariff men from Mas- 
sachusetts, and other States, why they support this 
bill, and they tell methey do so because it is the 
best protective tariff they have ever had. If this 


were a free trade measure, as ray two friends from 


Why not put both interests on an equality, | 


and | 








| 





| is revolutionary in its character. 
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you have 
nimous! 

Has Masss. 
A mer. 
lective 


fo 
trade in the most radical form? Has she ‘on 


denly and marvelously made this revolution > lt 
must be so, if this be a revenue tariff or a fr. 
trade bill, receiving the unanimous support of the 
Massachusetts delegation in both Houses of (op. 
gress. Sir, the fact is, that it is changing th, 
principles of our system from a revenue tariff: 
one more or less protective, and we have not the 
means of knowing how high the protectivechars.. 
ter is, to what extent it prevails, or what interest, 
are protected, and what discriminated agains; by 
this measure. 

When you call on me as a revenue tariff map 
or as a free trader, to abandon my principles and 


the representatives of Massachusetts una 


| turn protectionist, 1 wish to know, first, how fo; 


you are going to carry your protective doctrines. 


;and second, whether you have discriminated 


against my constituents. My State is one of the 
largest wool-growing States in the Union, The 
Northwest has become, and is to be, the greates, 
wool-growing region of America. Those yas; 
prairies and plains, sloping from the Rocky mount. 
ains on the one side, and the Alleghany on the 
other, into the valley of the Mississippi, are the 
seats from which your wool is to come. With 
that great interest in my region of the country 
you ask me to vote to strike off the duty on wool, 
now thirty per cent., and reduce it to eight per 
cent., in order that you may induce the protective 
and manufacturing interest in New England to 
come forward and take your free trade measure, 
as you call it, as a better protective tariff than the 
one which was adopted in 1842! 

Sir, I should be against this measure at the first 
blush, on the ground that it is not a revenue tarif; 
that it is not a free trade measure; that it is are- 
turn to what I had hoped was the exploded doctrine 
of protection. In the next place, even it the bil! 
were right in itself, if its provisions were correct, 
I could not consent by my vote to put it on this 
appropriation bill, for the reason that such a course 
You have to 
override all the rules, all the usages, all the safe- 
guards which time and experience have thrown 
around your legislative proceedings, in order to 
insert this provision into your civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. If you can put in a provision 
for the revision of the tariff, thus remodeling the 
whole financial and commercial policy of the coun: 
try, what is there which you cannot introduce into 
such bills? Whatreason can you give, after you 
have retained the tariff amendment in this appro- 
— bill, for complaining of my friend from 

issouri [Mr. Geyer] when he brings forward 
his river and harbor bill, and endeavors to put that, 
also, upon this civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill? What complaint can you make of my friend 
from Iowa [Mr. Jones] when he brings forward 
his darling, cherish@, lowa railroad bills, and 
endeavors to put them in this bill? 

Sir, if you begin to break through those saf- 


| guards which experience and wisdom in all free 


Governments and legislative bodies have erecte/, 
you will have opened the gates to the floods which 
will flow in and overwhelm your appropriation 
bills. What objection can the Senator from Vir- 
ginia make to putting the French spoliation bi! 
upon his appropriation bills, if this example be 
set? What reason can he give for not allowing 
to be inserted any and every measure which 4 
majority of this body may choose to put on a! 
appropriation bill? Whenever you establish this 
precedent, that yourappropriation bills are to bethe 
common receptacles for all measures which have 
failed for want of time, or for amy other cause, they 
will become an omnium gatherum, in which all the 
untinished business of the two Houses of Congress 
will be concentrated, and piled up in one mass, 
and rushed through at the last moment, when the 
President of the United States has not the time! 
read the itemsof your bills. It is a mode of le2's- 
lation the inevitable consequence of which will be 
to defeat your appropriation bills altogether. 

say, therefore, that I cannot give my sanction ‘© 


a course of proceeding so dangerous, so revolu- 
tionary in its character as this, even if 1 were 88 


isfied with the character of the tariff provision 


which is proposed to be retained in this bill. 
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’ Sir, I beg the pardon of the Senate for having | 
trespassed on their time, when I know they wish | 
to yore, and I will not weary their patience by | 
any further remarks. I have deemed it due to 











myself, to my constituents, and to the subject, to || 
vs 


make this explanation, in order that, if I cannot || 
be present when the vote is taken, my opinions | 
on the subject may be known. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, when I was 
up before, I stated, as my first and great objection 
to this measure, that it was a revolutionary one. || 
j described how thac was. I showed that it was | 
attaching a condition nothing less than the re- | 








yision of the entire tariff system of the country, | 
to an appropriation bill the most indispensable for | 
carrying on the operations of the Government. || 
Having done so, I showed that it was without || 
precedent heretofore, and that it was of dangerous 
tendency as a precedent hereafter. I indicated || 
that the time might come when great sectional | 
questions would be brought in as conditions for | 
the grant by the House of Representatives of the | 
necessar funds for carrying on the operations of | 
the Government. There] stopped. f is not my | 
fault, if others have taken this hint, and carried it 
beyond the point at which I left it. It had suf- | 
ficiently illustrated the chief argument I addressed | 
to the Senate. 

But, sir, my honorable friend from Ohio ro 
Wave] took the argument where I left it, and ad- 
vanced the extraordinary preposition that it wasa 
legitimate exercise of power by the House of Rep- 
resentatives. He maintained thatit was legitimate 
for the House of Representatives to attach any | 


i| 





conditions which it should think proper to bills | 
appropriating money for carrying on the opera- | 
tions of the Government, and fortified his argu- | 
ment by referring to the example of the British 
Constitution. 1 think my honorable friend, on | 
reflection, will be satisfied that he is mistaken in | 
the supposed analogy between the Constitution | 
of Great Britain and the American Constitution. 

Mr. WADE. TheSenator is mistaken; Lmade | 
no allusion at all to the British Constitution. 

Mr.SEWARD. I understood my honorable 
friend to suppose that the House of Represent- 
atives was exercising only the power which the 
British House of Commons exercises in similar 
cases. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the honorable Sena- | 
tor from New York permit me to interrupt him by | 
making a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. SEWARD. Certainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 think a majority of the | 
Senate are disposed to adjourn; and if so, it is no || 
use for us to sit here longer. I meve that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. WELLER. | ask for the yeas and nays 
on that question, as I think an adjournment now | 
will inevitably result in the defeat of some of the | 
appropriation bills. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope my friend from Louis- 
iana will withdraw the motion, and allow us to | 
vpte on this amendment at once. It may be that || 
if we can strike out this provision, an end will be 
put to the controversy, and we can go on with || 
the bill regularly. If the motion should not be 
agreed to, it will not be too late, because the same | 
motion to strike out can be made in the Senate 
when the bill shall be reported from the Commit- 


| propriation alone. 





| 

teeof the Whole. Let us havea test vote, and 
find out where we stand. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Very well. 

Mr. WELLER. Let us have the vote. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I cannot withdraw the | 
motion to adjourn, because | know we cannot | 
have a vote. If we could voteon the proposition || 
now, I should be willing to withdraw the motion. | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let us try it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I know we cannot get a 
vote, because | know friends who will not allow 
the vote to be taken until they speak on the sub- || 
ject. They wish to go on, and | am not disposed | 
to sit here all night. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to adjourn. 
Mr. WELLER. J call for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. I think some of the appropriation 
bills will be lost, af we now adjourn, and I wish | 
the country to see who is for doing; that. 

The ba and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WADE. [have been requested to state that | 
the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Fessenpen,) and | 
the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Evaws,] | 
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this matter. 


to adjourn, re-ulted—yeas 20, nays 23; as follows: 


Y! AS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brain- 
erd, Brodhead, Chase, Clayton, Cooper, Foot, Geyer, Gil- 
lette, Janes, Pearce, Pratt, Seward, Shields, Sumner, 
Wade, ana Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Butler, Clay, Dawson 
Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of lowa, Mal- 
lory, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, ‘Thomson 
of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Walker, Weller, Wells, 


| and Wilson—23. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


SUSPENSION OF RULE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed the following resolution: 

Resolved, (with the concurrence of the Senate,) That the 
16th joint rule of the two Houses be suspended for the 
present session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bancer.) 
The Chair is of opinion that, under the rules of 


the Senate, this question is immediately to be con- | 


sidered, unless the Senate postpones it. 

Mr. STUART. I hope the resolution will be 
agreed to. 

The resolution was agreed to. The 16th joint 
rule, which is thus rescinded for the residue of the 


session, provides, that ‘‘no bill that shall have | 


passed one House shall be sent for concurrence to 


| the other on either of the three last days of the | 


session.’’ 


CIVILAND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The consideration of the civil and diplomatic | 


appropriation bill having been resumed, 
Mr. SEWARD. I was saying that there was 


no analogy between the Constitution of Great | 


Britain and the Constitution of the United States, 
in this respect. The powers of the British Con- 
stitution consist of an aristocracy; which is repre- 


sented by the King and House of Lords; and of a | 


Democracy or commons, represented by the House 
of Commons. So great is the landed interest, the 
aristocratic interest ef that country, that it is 


| indispensably necessary that the House of Com- | 


mons should be armed with revolutionary power, 
there being no written constitution, and such being 
the adjustment of the political forces of the State. 


All that fails here, where there is no aristocracy, | 


and where all the interests of the country are 
equally represented in both branches of Congress, 


the only difference being that one is made, by its | 
peculiar Constitution, somewhat more conservative | 


than the other. 
From the foundation of the Government, until 


| this day, it has been settled as a matter of habit, 


and become a habit of the Government, that the 
House of Representatives shall not only exercise 


its constitutional right of originating all revenue | 


bills, but that it shall exercise that original right 
in a certain regular way; that is by introducing 
bills of appropriation separate and distinct from 
all other matters, and confined to matters of ap- 
It is a part of that Breat con- 
servative principle of legislation which is neces- 


sary for the safe transaction of the public business | 


and for the preservation of the balance of political 


affairs in any State, that every act of legislation | 
should be distinct and separate from all other acts; | 


and for the obvious reason that, where many sub- 


| jects are combined, in regard to which Represent- 
| atives have different opinions representing different | 
| interests, there is no distinct and separate opportu- 


nity for each of them, but a compromise is made 
in which one party gives up something to obtain 
an advantage from the other party. This, in 
small matters, passes without observation; but 
when the matters thus combined are great ques- 
tions of State, involving the safety of the State, 
or involving the harmony of the 
are all made aware at once how important it is to 
adhere to the safe and cardinal principle of dis- 
cussing every separate matter by itself independ- 
ent of all others. 

When I first came into the Senate I took the 
ground that a combination of many great measures 
affecting great interests and engaging different and 
conflicting epinions, was irregular, was factious, 
was revolutionary; and upon thet ground, among 
others, I voted against the compromise bill of 1850, 
though it contained an object which | was most 
sedulous and anxious to obtain—the admission of 
the State of California. I insisted that California, 


+ panes bill, | voted against it. 


nion, then we | 





have paired off on all questions connected with much asl desired her ~~ come into the Union— 
' | and all men know how anxious, at that time, I 
The ygas and nays being taken on the motion | 


was for the admission of the State of California— 
must come in without condition, without compro- 
mise, without qualifications; and because she was 
not allowed to come in in that a by the com- 
_1 have always 

en in favor of advancing the interests of that 
State, and of admitting States of the character of 
California; but, at the sametime, I have never been 
willing to resort to a revolutionary or factious 
measure to obtain an important object, however 


|| beneficiel it might be to the interests of the Union 


i} 
| 


in my 7iew, or to the interests of the community. 


|, Sir, this has been my rule of action from the 


‘ beginning. The honorable Senator from South 
Carolina appeals to me how I would act in a case 
which he imagines, which may happen and which 
may never happen; and that is, that, if there shal! 

| bea House of Representatives the next year— 

which | trust in God may be the case—that will 
send herea bill to repeal the fugitive slave law, 
then how will I vote on that? 

Mr. BUTLER. That was not the question 
which | propounded. 
| Mr. SEWARD. If the honorable Senator will 
|| wait I will state his question and answer it. 

Mr. BUTLER. ery well, sir. 

Mr. SEWARD. When the House of Repre- 
sentatives sends that bill here, it will be the begin- 
ning of that reaction which, when the fugitive 
| slave law was passed, | knew was to begin in the 
| near future. The question being stated in that 
|, simple form, of course the honorable Senator 
knows, and everybody here and throughout the 
| country, | trust, knows what my answer would be. 

I have voted here more than once for the repeal of 
the fugitive slave law; and when the question 
comes, this year, or the next year, or the year 
| after, or so long as I have a place in the Senate, [ 
|| shall always vote for it, when I can vote for it 
constitutionally, and that I can always do when it 
comes here as a separate bill. 
|| Other honorable Senators ask what I will do if 
|| the Heuse of Representatives shell next year send 

a bill for the restoration of the Missouri compro- 

| mise? Sir, | trust that that House of Represent- 
atives, whether it be censtituted of anti- Nebraska 
men, or of American men, or whatever may be 
its constitution, will send up such a bill here. | 

|| think the next House will send it, or at any rate, 
the next one after that; and when it shall come 
here, I will be prepared to vote for expunging 
slavery from every foot of the common territory 
|| of the United States of America, when I can do 
that constitutionally; and I can always do it when 
it is in a separate bill. 

Now, sir, having thus stated my faith as to 
whatl can do constitutionally and without faction 
|| or revolution, 1 will tell the honorable Senator 
| from South Carolina—and there are on this floor 
|| the witnesses of what I say—that more than once 
| since the fugitive slave law was passed, | have 
_ warned my friends that they must not put upon 

an appropriation bill, which involves the payment 
of the expenses of Government, a provision for 

the repeal of the fugitive slave law, and that if 
|| they did they would not have my vote. I can tell 

the honorable Senator from South Carolina that 

there are those here who will bear me witness that 
| when it has been proposed on this bill I have 
refused to give it my support. 

Mr. FOOT. I ama witness. 

Mr. SEWARD. Here is one Senator who 
says he is a witness. That is for the past. Now 
I will tell the honorable Senator for the future. 
The Senate of the United States has pursued, in 
advancing theinterest of slavery, according to my 
judgment, a course of faction and of revolution, 
|, which has crushed the anti-slavé power in this 

House. Itis weak here. I have remonstrated 

at every step, and been at the same time, as I 
think, loyal and orderly; but the Senate of the 
United States can establish and will establish with 
or without my remonstrance, what is factious, 

what is orderly, what is regular, and what is rev- 

| olutionary. tf the Senate of the United States 
| now establish the position that | am wrong in 
| supposing that it is faction and revolution thus 
so compel a revision of the tariff without rhyme 
| and without reason; without giving men through- 
out all this broad land an opportunity to know 
| that their interests are brought into question, and 
| without giving us, their representatives here, an 


| 


} 
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opportunity to ascertain their ca 
be overruled; then I shall learn, by the consent of 


the honorable chairman of the Committee on Fi- | 


ance, by the concurrence of the venerable and dis- 
tinguished Senator from South Carolina, by the 
support of the majority of this House, by the 
concurrence of the House of Representatives, and, 
when the President shall have signed their ill- 
starred bill, by the concurrence and approval of 
the President of the United States, that I have 
been heretofore altogether wrong, and that the true 
way to abolish slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia is to attach it as a condition to the civil and 
diplomatic bill; that the true way to restore free- 
dom to the Territories is to attach it to the civil 
and diplomatic bill; and that the true way to re- 
peal the fugitive slave law is to make the repeal 
conditional on the grant of the money with which 
the Government is to maintain itself in all its do- 
mestic operations and in all its foreign relations. 
I shall have learned, sir, that instruction. How 
I shall profit by it, [donot noweay. I only say 
that when the time comes I will consider. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
son the amendment moved by the Senator from 
Delaware, which is to strike out the five last sec- 
tions of the bill. 

Mr. BROWN. In the early part of the - I 
agreed to pair off with the Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Tuomrson.] If he were here he would vote 
for this motion, and I should vote against it, but | 
ao he is absent I shall not vote at all. | 

The question was taken, and the vote was— | 


LS 


se, then I shall | But I will state to the House that it contains 


nothing but lists of post routes. 

No objection being made, the bill was faken up 
and read a first and second time by its title, as 
follows, viz: 

Bill to establish certain post routes. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move that the reading 
of the bill be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I have an amendment 
which I wish to offer to the bill to establish a pest 
route. I think there will be no objection to it on 
the part of any member of the House. It is an 
amendment which, on a former occasion, I offered 
to the House, when objection was made to it. It} 


is no Pacific railroad bill, nor anything of that |) 


kind. I have, to some extent, consulted with 
gentlemen who objected to it at that time, and I 
have found, as far as | am informed or advised, 
that those who objected then have since become 
satisfied of the propriety of the amendment. It 
merely provides for a post route from St. Louis to 
San Francisco, and makes certain provisions for 
postal service on that road. I think there can be 


| no objection to it. 


yeas 22, nays 23, but before the vote was an- | 


nounced Mr. Doveras changed his vote for the | 


purpose, as he stated, of moving a reconsideration. | 

The vote was announced—yeas 21, nays 24; as 
follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, | 
Brainerd, Bright, Brodhead, Clayton, Cooper, Foot, Geyer, | 
James, Pearce, Pratt, Seward, Shields, Stuart, Thomson of | 
New Jersey, Wade, and Wright—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Butler, Chase, Clay, Dawson, 
Douglas, Fitzpatriek, Gillette, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson, | 
Jones of lowa, Mallory, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Sumner, Toombs, Toucey, Walker, Weller, Wells, and 
Wilson—24. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
reconsider. 

Mr. GWIN. On that I call for the yeas and | 


nays. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [had reason to suppose that 
the motion to strike out would be agreed to, and, 
therefore, | endeavored to stop debate. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the honorable Sena- 
tor will do me the justice to acknowledge that I | 
advised against it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That is the case; but [ had 
reason to suppose that the motion to strike out | 
would beagreed to or the question should not have | 
been taken. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on reconsidering the amendment moved by the | 
Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. PEARCE. I movethat the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. HUNTER and Mr. MASON called for | 


I now submit the motion to 





being taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 22; as fol- | 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, || 


Brainerd, Bright, Brodhead, Clayton, Cooper, Douglas, | 
Foot,Geyer, Gillette, James, Pearce, Pratt. Seward ,Shields, | 
Stuart, Sumner, Thomsun of New Jersey, Wade, and | 
Wright—24. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Brown, Butler, Chase, Clay, | 
Dawson, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of | 
fowa, Mallory, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Toombs, | 
Toucey, Walker, Weller, Wells, and Wilson—22. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 





at twenty minutes after eleven o’clock, p. m., | 
adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Farivar, March 2, 1855. 
The House metat eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer | 
by Rev. Henry Suicer. 
On motion by Mr. BRIDGES, the reading of | 
the Journal of yesterday was dispensed with. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. OLDS. [ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to enable me to report my post route 
bill, and to ask that it be put upon its passage. 
It is not necessary that the bill should read. | 


| 
| 
|| : ; 
| is in order. 


| cussion upon it. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the amendment, as | 





Mr. HOUSTON. Is this business regular, Mr. 
Speaker? 

The SPEAKER. By the unanimous consent 
of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If that amendment proposes 
to establish mail service on that route, and if the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads will not object to it, I will make a | 


point of order against it. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. 
in order [I do not wish to move it, but I believe it 


Mr. OLDS. I should like to move the previous 
question on the amendment, and stop ail discus- 
sion. 


Mr. LETCHER. Let the amendment be read | 


first. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. 


I move the previous question, 


follows: 


That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, autho- | 
rized and directed, after the usual advertisement, to con- | 
tract with the best bidder in point of time and amount of | 


compensation, for a daily express mail service from the 


city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, through the Ter- | 
ritories of the United States, to San Francisco, in the State | 
of California, for the term of four years from and after the | 
time of the commencement of the service, which shall not | 
be more than one year after the proposals are made and | 
accepted: Provided, Parties will propose and contract to | 
transport such express mail between the points named | 


within twenty days during the first year of service, within 
eighteen days during the second year of service, and within 


sixteen days thereatter, and for the sum of not more than | 


$500,000 per annum; and in the event of failure to make 
any one trip within the time named as aforesaid, an amount 
shall be deducted from the gross sum payable to said con- 
tractors equal to the proportion thereof payable for one trip: 
and itis hereby further provided, that the surplus of ex- 
penses over and above the amount received for postages by 
express as herein provided, shall be a charge upon the 
Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That no letter or 
package shall be sent or carried by said express mail with- 


the yeas seal nays alk they seine dedeead sand || out the same shall be marked by the postmaster in whose 
’ , } 


office the same is deposited, with the words ‘* Overland 
express mail,’’ and the signature of the postmaster shall be 
theretoannexed ; and no letter or package shall be sent or 
carried by said express mail without prepayment therefor 


at the office where the same is mailed, as follows: For | 


every letter Or package of one half ounce or under, twenty- 
five cents; of more than one half ounce, and not more 


than one ounce, fifty cents; and for each additional half | 


eunce, twenty-five cents; and no one package of more 
than eight ounces shall be sent or carried by said express 
mail, And itis hereby further provided, that the parties 
accepting or entering into such contract shall not be re- 
quired to receive additional mail matter at more than four 


points between the termini aforesaid, to be designated by 


the Postmaster General; and the points so designated 
shall be on the route selected by the contractors; which 
route is hereby declared to be constituted a mail route as 
soon as so selected, and the said contractors shall not be 
required to wait at any of the said intermediate points for 
more than one hour for such way mail; and for all way 
matter the same amount shall be charged as if mailed for 
the entire route. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the parties con- 
tracting as aforesaid shall have the right to open a road 


upon such route as they may select, and to use the same, | 


and to construct bridges, sink wells, and du such other acts 
as may be neces-ary to render such road a good common 
road ; and the said parties so contracting are authorized to 
expend, im the construction of necessary bridges and in 
the sinking of wells along the route so selected by them, a 


sum of money, for, and on account of the United States, | 


not to exceed $150,000, for which such parties shall take 


and preserve evidence and vouchers satisfactory to the | 
Postmaster General ; and the said parties shall have the | 


right to enter upon, use, and occupy, any unoccupied and 
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If the amendment is not || 


I do not want any dis- | 
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ae 


unappropriated lands of the United States, along the ria 











| line throueh the Territories of the United States wi 
may be required by them for stations, or other pur — 
necessary to the maintenance and use of the said a. om 
post road. _ 


Mr. COBB. My people want horse mails but 
1 cannot get them, because you ray here that yoy 
have to pay for them. I therefore object to the 
introduction of this amendment. 
Mr. HAMILTON. If there is an appropri. 
ation in it, it is out of order. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to inquire of the 
| Speaker whether the amendment I have offered 
providing for this post route, and for service upon 
it, is not in order as an amendment to the post 
' route bill? I do not wish to violate the rules of 
order, and I will not offer the amendment if it be 
, out of order. 1 can see no good reason why it ig 
not in order. 
| TheSPEAKER. Thereisa marked difference 
| between the amendment and the bill itself. The 
bill establishes post routes under the general law 


| relating to the post office establishment, but the 


amendment of the gentleman from California pro. 
poses to do more than that. It not only establishes 


the manner of carrying the mail, changing the 
general law of Congress upon the subject. 


|| a post route, but it provides for the service, and 
| 
| 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand that 
the post route bill is under consideration. The 
| 


amendment proposed by the gentleman from Cal. 
ifornia, which has been read by the Clerk, pro- 
poses to establish a mail route from St. Louis to 
San Francisco. That would be an overland route 
| through the Territories of the United States, and 
|| does not touch upon any foreign country, and it 
| seems to me that it would be but just and right to 
establish a post route, like other post routes of 
the country, from St. Louis, in Missouri, to San 
Francisco, in California, leaving it in the discre. 
tion of the Postmaster General to advertise and 
receive proposals for the service. If, in his dis. 
cretion, it would be right and proper to give the 
contract for the service to the best bidder, why, of 
course, he willdo it. I donot see why we should 
|| make a special exception to this route, going, as it 
does, through the Territories of the United States, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I will explain to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee the reason for making a 
special provision in this case. The present postal 
service of California is through a foreign country. 
In order to get a postal service, which will answer 
the necessities of the Pacific coast, it is necessary 
to take extraordinary measures 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I rise to a question 
of order. I do not think that either of the gentle- 
men who are discussing this matter are in order. 

The amendment was again read by the Clerk. 
| The SPEAKER. This amendment contains no 
appropriation of money, and the Chair does not 
know how it can be otherwise than in order. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move the previous 
question. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
expenditure of money. 

The SPEAKER. It does involve an expendi- 
ture of money, but it dges not appropriate money. 
a is a distinction always drawn under our 
rules. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 
| The main question being the adoption of the 
amendment, 

‘|| Mr. COBB called for the yeas and nays, and 
tellers upon the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hami.ton 
and MeDovea.t were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
| reported thirty in the affirmative—a sufficient num- 
|| ber—so the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and resulted— 
| yeas 49, nays 78; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Banks, Cook, Corwin, De Witt, Dick- 
inson, Edmands, Etheridge, Farley, Florence, Green, An- 
| drew J. Harlan, Hendricks, Henn, Hughes, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Lane, Latham, McDougall, McNair, Mace, Macy, Matie- 
son, Maurice, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Olds, Parker, Pen- 
nington, Phelps, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Rowe, Russell, 
Samuel A. Smith, and Daniel B. Wright—49. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C."Allen, Appleton, Da- 
| vid J. Bailey, Barksdale, Bennett, Boceck, Bridges, Bris- 
|| tow, Campbell, Carpenter, Chandler, Chase, Chrisman, 
| Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Craige, John G. Davis, Thom- 
| as Davis, Dawson, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Eddy. Faulk- 
| 
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ner, Flagler, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Haimi!- 
ton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hiester, 


|| Houston, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Ro- 
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land Jones, Kerr, Knox, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, May, Mid- 
dieswarth, Morgan, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Bishop | 
Perkins, Phillips, Preston, Pringle, Ready, Thomas Ruchey, | 
Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, Shower, Simmons, Singleton, Skel- 
ton, George W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Juin 
J Laylor, John L. Taytor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, 
Vansant, Israel Washburn, ‘Tappan Wentworth, and Wiue 


—73 | 


So the amendment was not agreed to. | 


Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote just | 
taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered te be engrossed and 
read the third time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the bill 1s engrossed ? 

The SPEAKER. §Itis ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. JONES. IL was going to suggest, if it | 
would meet the views of the gentleman from Cal- | 
ifornia, (Mr. McDovGatt,] that we put into the 
bill an ordinary route trom St. Louis to San Fran- 
cisco, and let it stand apon the same footing as the 
other routes in the bill. 

Mr. BENTON. There is already such aroute | 


I would inquire if | 


in the bill. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. But they areof noavail. | 
The bill being engrossed, it was subsequently | 
read the third time, and passed. 
ENROLLED BILLs. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills, here reported as correctly enrolled bills of | 
the following titles; which thereupon received the | 


signature of the Speaker: i] 


An act for the relief of Henry S. Sanford; 

An act for the relief of Parmelia Slavin, late the | 
wife of John Blue; 

An act for the relief of Amos Knapp; 

An act for the relief of George W. Torrence; | 

An act for the relief of Peter Amey, (colored | 
man;) | 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Je Josephine Mc- 
Clellan; 

An act to amend *‘ An act to carry into effect a 
treaty between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain,’ signed on the Sth June, 1854, and approved 
August 5, 1854; 

An act for the relief of William G. Howison; 

An act for the relief of Charles H. Pointer; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Philip R. 
Rice, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Sarah Morris, only heir 
of Robert Mitchell, deceased; 

An act for the relief of William G. Preston, 
late a captain in the war of the United States with 
Mexico; 





other purposes; 


children of Thomas Morris; and 
An act for the relief of Amos E. Cook. 


TheSPEAKER. The regular order of business 
is the consideration of the report of the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union on the 
Army appropriation bill, and no other business is 
in order unleas it he a question of order or privilege. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the Chair 
allow me to ask the consent of the Heuse toa 
proposition ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state 


what it is. 


An act for the relief of the children and grand- 
| 
| 


Mr. WASHBURN. I have a little matter, and | 


I beg the indulgence of the House to take it up 
and dispose of it, which can be done in a minute. 
It is a resolution of the Senate, which was drawn 
up by the First Comptroller, Mr. Whittlesey. | 
The resolution proposes to authorize the Comp- | 
iroller to pay a small sum of money to the Secre- | 
ary of the Territory of Minnesota. 

Mr. HOWE. I object. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Will the Chair allow 
me to make an appeal to the House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear what 
the gentleman proposes. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is this: that by unanimous 
consent the House sperd one hour, this morning, 
in the call of the States, as we did yesterday, 
commencing where we left off on yesterday. 

Mr. HOUSTON and others called for the regu- 
lar order of business 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I was going to sug- 


gest 





The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


An act authorizing the corporate authorities of | 
Georgetown to impose additional taxes, and for | 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| not in order for members to be making proposi- 
| tions while other matters are pending. If they 
do, propositions multiply so that it is imnossible 
to keep pace of them. The gentleman from In- 
diana asks, that when this bill, upon which the 
previous question has been ordered by the House, 
is disposed of, the States shall be called, as on 
yesterday morning, with the understanding that if 
objection is made at any time during the progress 
of the bill 
Mr. COBB. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker 
The SPEAKER. Order! The Chair would 
like to make a statement without interruption. 
Mr. COBB. | wanted tostate to the Chair 
The SPEAKER. Well, the Chair must insist 
upon not being interrupted, unless the gentleman 
is determined to interrupt him. The Chair does 
not know whether it is the purpose of the gentle- 
man from Alabama to interrupt the Chair or not. 
Mr. COBB. Itis not my purpose to interrupt 
the Chair, butto discharge my duty fearlessly and 
faithfully. 
The SPEAKER. Then the Chair will allow 
the gentieman to state his proposition. 
Mr. COBB. Very well; I merely want to ob- 
ject to the proposition of the gentleman from Indi- 


ana, (Mr. Davis.) 1 hope the Chair will not con- 
sider me disrespectful. 


| TheSPEAKER. Certainly not. 
Mr. COBB. It is not my intention to be so. 

| Mr. SEWARD. I rise toa privileged question. 
I wish to inquire of the Chair whether it is in order 
| to move to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, as the previous 
question is ordered upon the Army appropriation 
bill, and the consideration of that bill is first in 











|| order. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| The House then proceeded to consider the 
| amendments to the Army appropriation bill, as 

reported to the House from the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union yesierday, com- 
| mencing where the House left off last evening. 


| The thirteenth was reported, as follows: 


Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the board of offi- 
cers appointed under the sixth section of the act making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1853, approved August 31, 1852, is hereby au- 

| thorized and directed, in addition to the powers and duties 
already conterred upon it, to extend its examinations to 
claims arising from the destruction of property by the troops 
serving under the command of Lieutenant Colouel John vc. 
| Frémont, in California, in the years 1846 and 1847, by his 
orders, as well as for the destruction of property by the 
| enemy, caused by the occupancy of the elaimants’ prem- 
ises by the said United States troops; that the said board is 
empowered to summon and examine witvexses under oath, 
and take testimeny in California (if necessary) and else- 
where ; that (or the payment of the claims reported favor- 
ably upon by the board in it? report to the Secretary of 
War, dated 5th December, 1854, Executive document 8, 
| Thirty-Third Congress, second session, including that num- 
| bered 197, being the claim of Santiago E. Arguillo, and 
amounting to $11,5t4, and for the compensation of the 
members of said board, for and during their period of ser- 
vice as such, at arate not excecding $3,000 per annum each, 
deducting therefrom their Army pay, the sum of $40,548 be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated; aid the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to 
| pay to the treasurer of raid board, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $10,000 
for the contingent expenses of the said board, including 
| therein office rent and clerk hire, stationary, fuel, the 
| payment of the witnesses’ fees duly summoned by the 
| board, at a rate not exceeding those paid by the United 
States district courts in California or elsewhere, as the case 
may be, the traveling expenses of said board, not exceeding 
sixteen cents per mile to cach member, and other incidental 
expenses. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. 
on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. The amend- 
| mentis not understood inthis part of the Hall, and 
; Lask that it be again read. 
| Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the amendment be again read ? 

The question was taken; and the House decided 
that the amendment should be again read. 
| The Clerk then read the amendment. 

_ Mr. BENTON. Mr. Speaker, the first I heard 

of that case was when I heard it last night. I 
| passed it through my mind whether I had ever 
heard of any cases that would come under that 
| description. 
inst it, 


I demand the yeas and nays 


All my feelings last night were 


Ness is insisted on by a dozen members, and it is f been ordered to be put, debate is not in order. 
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Mr. BENTON. | will not make debate, buta 
brief statement. I know that Colonel Frémont 
protected property,and that he did not destroy it; 
and [ know that he conscientiously gave certificates 
wherever there was any just claims, and, on the 
contrary, refused certificates where there were not. 
just claams. That is the way the thing stands. 

The question was taken onthe thirteenth amend- 
ment of the Senate; and ii was non-concurred in 


| —yeas 62, nays 10); as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Ashe, Barksdale, Bell, 
Bocock, Breckinridge, Bristow, Caruthers, Clark, Cook, 
Curtis, De Witt, Dickinson, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Ed- 
mands, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, English, Florence, 
Fuller, Green, Greenwood, Harrison, Hastings, Roland 
Jones, Lamb, Latham, Lindicy, Macdonald, McDougall, 
MeNair, Macy, Matteson, Maxwell, Preston, Reese, Riddie, 
Rogers, Sage, Seward, Shower, William South, William 
R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, 
David Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tellier, Trout, Tweed, 
Upham, Vansant, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, John 
Wentworth, Westbrook, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—62. 

NAY S—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, David J. Bailey, Bail, Banks, Belcher, Benson, 
Benton, Boyce, Bridges, Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Chrisman, Clingman, 
Cobb, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cutung, Thomas 
Davis, Dawson, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy. Edgerton, Far- 


| lev, Flagler, Giddings, Goode, Grey, Hamilton, Aaron Har- 


lan, Andrew J. Ha:lan, Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, Hull, Houston, Howe, Hughes, 
Hlunt, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Keiti, 


| Knox, Kartz, Leteber, Lewis, Mace, Maurice, May, Mid 


dieswarth, Smith Miller, Morgan, Murray, Norton, Andrew 


| Oliver, Orr, Packer. Parker, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop 


Perkine, Phelps, Pratt, Pringle, Ready, David Ritchie, 
Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Seymour, Shaw, Simmons, Skelton, George W. Smyth, 


| Richard Hf. Stanton, Stratton, John J. Taylor, Jobn L. 
| Taylor, Thurston, Tracey, Wade, Walley, Tappan Went- 
| worth, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—101. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was non-concurred in; 
and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The fifteenth amendment was reported, as fol- 


| lows: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 


$30 000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be ex- 
| pended under the direction of the War Department in the 


| that amendment. 


purchase and importation of camels and dromedaries to be 
employed for military purposes. 


Mr. MACE. I demand the yeas and nays on 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in—yeas 66, nays 90; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Appleton, Barksdale, Bell, Benton, 
Breckinridge, Chamberlain, Clark, Clingman, Corwin, 
Crocker, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, De Witt, Drum, 


| Dunham, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, Farley, Paulk- 


ner, Florence, Gamble, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, 
Wiley P. Harris, Hasungs, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hill, 
Howe, Hunt, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Latham, Lilly, 
Lindley, Lyon, MeDougall, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, 
May, Parker, Pennington, Riddle, Sabin, Sage, Seward, 
Seymour, Singleton, Skelton, Frederick P. Stanton, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel! G. Taylor, Teller, Upham, 
Vansant, Wade, Wells, Wesibrook, Witte, Daniel B. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, David J. B iley, Ball, Betcher, Bennett, 
Benson, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Chase, Chrisman, Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullom, Thomas 
Davis, Dawson, Dickinson, Dowdell, Dunbar, Eastman, 


| Thomas PD. Eliot, John M. Ellon, Etheridge, Flagler, 
| Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Grey, Hamilton, Acron Harlan, 
| Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Henn, Hiest r, Hughes. John- 
| son, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Knox, Lane, 


Letcher, Lewis, McMullin, MeNair, Mace, Middleswarth, 
Smith Miller, Morgan, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Peckham, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Prat, 
Preston, Pringle, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Thomas 
Ritchey, Robbins, Russell, Sapp, Shower, Simmons, Wil- 
liam Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor 
L. Stevens, Stratton, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, 
Trout, Wallev, Walsh, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and 
Hendrick B. Wnght—$90. 


Sixteenth amendment of the Senate: 
Sec 5. And be it further enacted, That the provisicns of 
the first section of the act entitled ** An act inaking appropri- 


ations for the support of the Army for the year ending the 
30ih of June, 1851,” approved September 28, 1850, granting 


| extra pay to the officers and enlisted men of the Aray serving 


The SPEAKER. The previous question having 4 


in Oregon and California, be extended tothe officers and men 
composing the garrison of the po-t of Fort Laramie, on the 


| Oregon route, for the same period of time as was allowed 


by the sixth section of the act of 3d March, 1853, to the offi 

eers and men of the two companies of regement of mounted 
riflemen that garrisoned Fort Laramie; and that the pro- 
visions of the same seciion of the same act be alsoextended 
to the officers and men composing the escort of Mexican 
boundary commission while they were serving as such 
escort. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 


| was concurred in. 
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Seventeenth amendment of the Senate: 

Rec. 6. And beit further enacted, That the same allow- 
ance in respect of rations be hereafier made to the military 
commandant of the Schuylkill arsenal in the quartermas- 
ter’s department as to the commandants of the arsenal in 
the ordnance department. 


Mr. PHELPS. TheCommittee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union recommend a non-con- | 


currence in that amendment. 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 


Eighteenth amendment of the Senate: 


Buc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the laws grant- 
iug extra pay to officers and soldiers who had served in 
California apply to chaplains who were attached to the 
army in California during the period embraced by such 
laws. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 
Nineteenth amendment of the Senate: 


Sec.3. And be it further enacted, That the annual 
distribution of arms to the several States, under the act 


approved April 23, 1808, entitled “*An act making pro- | 
vision for arming and equipping the whole body of the | 


militia of the United States,” shall be hereafter made ac- 
cording to the number of their Representatives and Senators 
in Congress, respectively ; and that arms be distributed to 
the Territories and the District of Columbia, in such quan- 
tities and under such regulations as the President, in his 
discretion, may prescribe. 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union recommend the follow- | 


ing amendment: 


Provided, That the Secretarfof War shall first equalize, | 
as far as practicable, the number of arms heretofore dis- | 


tributed and now in the possession of the several States, so 
that each State which has received less than its pro rata 
share, shall receive a number sufficient to make an equal 
pro rata proportion for all States according to the present 
number of their Representatives and Senators in Congress 
respectively. 

The question was taken; and the amendment to 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Then the Senate amendment, as amended, was 
concurred in. 


Twentieth amendment of the Senate: 
Bec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Governors 


of the several States and Territories be, and they are hereby, | 


authorized to sell, to the best advantage, the arms hereto- 
fore distributed under the act of April 28, 1808, and invest 
the funds arising out of such sales in other arms_more suit- 


able for the purposes contemplated by said act: Provided, | 


Benson, Breckinridge, Ryistow, Brooks, Carpenter, Ca- 
ruthers, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chrisman, Clark, 
Clingman, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, 
Dickinson, Disney, Drum, Dunbar, Eddy, Edgerton, Ed- 
mands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, 
Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, Green, 
Greenwood, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Henn, Hibbard 
Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Rolan 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Lane, Latham, Lilly, 
Lindley, McDougall, McNair, Macy, Matteson, Maxwell, 
Smith Miller, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, John Perkins, Phil- 
lips, Preston, Puryear, Richardson, Riddle, Rogers, Rus- 


sell, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Shannon, Shower, George W. | ag 


Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Straub, 
David Stuart, Johu J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel 
G. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Van 
sant, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, ‘Tappan Wentworth, 
Westbrook, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—102. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Bennett, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, 
Campbell, Corwin, Crocker, Jobn G. Davis, Dowdell, Dan- 
ham, Eastman, English, Everhart, Flagler, Fuller, Gid- 


dings, Goodwin, Grey, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson | 


W. Harris, Wiley P. Darris, Hastings, Hendricks, Houston, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Letcher. Lewis, Lind- 
sley, McCulloch, Macdonald, McMullin, Mace, Maurice, 
May, Middleswarth, Milison, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, An- 
drew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, 
Bishop Perkins, Powell, Pratt, Pringle, Ready, Reese, 
David Ritchie, Robbins, Rowe, Sapp, Shaw, Singleton, 
Skelton, William R. Smith, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 
Wade, Walsh, Wells, Wheeler, Witte, and Hendrick B. 
Wright—70. 


The question then recurred on the Senate 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 121, nays 61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 


I demand the 


| Willis Allen, Appleton, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Bell, 


Bocock, Breckinridge, Bridges, Bristow, Caruthers, Cham- 


|| berlain, Chandler, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cook, 
| Crocker, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, Dickinson, Dowdell, 


That no arms be so purchased or provided, except such as | 


may be of the same description and caliber as those reg 
ularly adopted and in use in the Army of the United States. 


TheSPEAKER. TheCommittee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union recommend a non-con- 


currence in the amendment. 


The question was taken; and the amendment | 


was non-concurred in. 


Twenty-first amendment of the Senate: 


Sec. 10. and be it further enacted, That there shall be 
added to the Army two regiments of infantry and two regi- 
ments of cavalry, organized as in the existing force ; and 


that the officersand men authorized by this act shall be en- | 


titled to the same provisions for wounds and disabilities, and 


the same provisions for widows and children, and the same | 


allowances and benefits, in every respect, as are allowed to \| 
other troops composing the Army of the United States; | 


they shall be subject to the rules and articles of war, and 
the men shall be recruited in the same manner as other 
troops, and with the same conditions and limitations. 
The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union report the following 
amendment to that amendment: 
After the word * force’’ insert as follows : 


. And there shall be appointed by the President, by and | 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, one brigadier | 


general. 


Mr. WHEELER. 
nays on that amendment. 
he yeas and nays were ordered. 
[Here a message was received from the Presi- 
dent, by Siwwe® Wesster, Esq., his Private 


Secretary, notifying the House that he had ap- | 


proves and signed sundry bills, and transmitted 
two messages in writing. 

A message was also received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicks, Esq., their Secretary, noti- 
fying the House that that body had passed a res- 
olution for the suspension of the 18th joint rule, 
which prevents the sending of any original bill 
from one body to the other within the last three 
days of the session, and asking concurrence 
therein. } 


The question was taken, and the amendment to 


I demand the yeas and | 





the twenty-first amendment was agreed to—yeas | 


102, nays 70; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Ail:n, Appition, Asse, Barksdale, Belcher, Bell, 


| tions for the current and contingent expenses of 


| 
| 
| 
\ 
} 
| 
| 


Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Ed- 


mundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Farley, Faulk- | 
ner, Florence, Gamble, Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grey, | 


Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Henn, Hibbard, Hies- 
ter, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, 
Kurtz, Lane, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, McDougall, McNair, 
Matteson, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Milison, Noble, Olds, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peckham, Pennington, 


| Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phillips, Preston, Ready, 


' 


| 
i 
{ 


n 


Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, 
Rogers, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Seymour, Shannon, 
Shower, Singleton, William Smith, WiJliam R. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, David Stuart, John J. 
Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Thurs- 
ton, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Walbridge, 
Walker, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, Tappan 
Wentworth, Westbrook, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, Hen- 
drick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—121, 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Boyce, 
Campbell, Carpenter, Chase, Cobb, Corwin, Cox, Cullom, 
John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Disney, Eastman, 
English, Etheridge, Everhart, Flagler, Faller, Giddings, 
Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hendricks, Hill, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, Knex, Letcher, Lewis, Lindsley, McUulloch, 
Macdonald, Mace, Macy, Maurice, Mayall, Middleswarth, 
Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, Robbins, Sapp, Shaw, Skel- 
ton, Stratton, Wade, Israel] Washburn, and Wheeler—61. 


So the amendment as amended was concurred in. 

Pending ahe call of the roll, 

Mr. PHELPS said he was in favor of volun- 
teers, but we must have protection for the coun- 
try. He voted *‘ aye.”’ 

Mr. PHELPS moved that the vote by which 
the amendment was concurred in be reconsidered, 
and that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


Twenty-second amendment: 


Sec. 11. nd be it further enacted, That, to enable the 
President of the United States to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of so much of this act as relates to the employment 
of an additional military force, such sum of money, not ex- 
eceding $2,500,000, as may be necessary, be, and the same 
hereby is, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 


| not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. DRUM. Is the bill now amendable? 

The SPEAKER. It is not; being under the 
operation of the previous question. 

The question was then taken; and the Senate 


| amendment concurred in. 


_ The twenty-third amendment, adding to the 
title the words ‘‘and for other purposes,’’ was 


| read and adopted. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
A message was received from the Senate, in- 
forming the House that the Senate had agreed to 


‘the report of the committee of conference to the 


bill of the House (No. 555) making appropria- 


' the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 
|, Stipulations with various Indian tribes for the 
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March 2, 


a ar = 
| year ending June 30, 1856, and for other pur. 
oses. 


| Mr. HAVEN. I ask that the report of the 
committee may be taken up. 
The report was read, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
| the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. 555 
making appropriations for the current and contingent = 
penses of the Indian department, &c., for the year endin 
June 30, 1856, met, and after full and free conference, taaee 
reed to recommend to their respective Houses as follows - 
That the Senate recede from the forty-eighth and fifty. 
second amendments, disagreed to by the House. That the 
House agree to the following as a substitute for the filtiet) 
amendment of the Senate: 
Sec. 10. 4nd be it further enacted, That the sum of 
#12,000 is hereby appropriated. to enable the Secretary of 
| War to execute the contract entered into by Joel R. Poin- 
| sett, late Secretary of War, on the 12th day of March, j299 
with Jean B. Faribault, and Pelagie, his wife. pursuan; to 
a joint resolution of Congress approved the 13th of Feb. 
ruary, 1839: Provided, That the Secretary of War shaj) be 
satisfied with the validity of their title to the lands men. 
tioned in said contract; and that the conveyance to te 
United States be sufficient to pass the title. 

That the House agree to the fifty-first amendment of the 
Senate, as follows: 

In second line, after the word ‘ agents,” strike out the 
words ‘‘and sub-agents.’? In the third line, after the worg 
*¢ deeds,”’ strike out the word * wills.’? In line four. after 
the word ‘ writing,’ insert ** and to administer oaths jn 
investigations committed to them in the Indian country, 
pursuant to such rulesand regulations as may be prescribed 
for that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior.” 

8. G. HAVEN, 

J. L. ORR, 

J.G. DAVIS, 
Managers on the part of the House, 


JAMES SHIELDS, 
| J. A. PEARCE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


The following is the report in detail. The 
Senate recede from the following amendments 
which were disagreed to by the House: 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the proper ac- 
counting officers 06 the Treasury Department be, and they 
are hereby, authorized to allow the paymasters of the 
United States Army, who served as such in Mexico during 
the war with that Republic, commissions of one and a half 
per cent. on all inoneys collected or received, and paid over 
by them into the Treasury of the United States, arising from 
duties on imports, and from internal assessments and taxes 
in Mexico during that war: Provided, That no commis- 
sions shall be allowed on any such sums of money sv col- 
lected or received, on which commissions have heretofore 
been allowed to any other collector or receiver, or other 
officer of the United States. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act, the salary of the central superintend- 
ent of the Indian affairs for the central superintendency 
shall be $2,500 per annum, and for that purpose the sum 
of 3500 is hereby appropriated in addition to the existing 
| appropriation. 


The following amendment of the Senate was 
disagreed to by the House: 


Sec. 10. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay 
to Jean Baptist Faribault, and Pelagie Faribault, his wife, 
the sum of $12,000, with interest thereupon from the 12ih 
of March, 1839, in full payment of their claim to the island 
at the confluence of the rivers Mississippi and St. Pierre, 
| and on which Fort Snelling now stands. 


The committee report that the above amendment 
be stricken out, and that the following be substi- 
tuted for it: 


Sec. 10. 4nd be it further ena-ted, That the sum of 
| $12,000 is hereby appropriated to enable the Secretary of 
| War to execute the contract entered into by Joe! R. Poinsett, 
| late Secretary of War, on the 12th day of March, 1839, with 

Jean Baptist Faribault, and Pelagie, his wife, pursuant 10 
| a joint resolution of Congress, approved the 13th of Febru- 
| ary, 1839: Provided, That the Secretary of War shail be 
| satisfied with the validity of their title to the lands men- 
tioned in said contract, and that the conveyance to the 
United States be sufficient to pass the title. 


The committee report in favor of amending the 
fifty-first amendment of the Senate, disagreed to by 
the House, as follows: 

In line two, after the word “ agents”’ strike out the words 
** and sub agents.’ 

In line three, after the word “ deeds,” strike out the 
word ** wills.”’ 

In line four, after the word “ writing,’’ insert ‘‘ and to 
administer oaths in investigations committed to them in 
the Indian country pursuant to such rules and regulations 
as may be prescribed for that purpose by the Secretary of 
the Interior ’— 


so that the amendment as amended would read: 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That Indian agents 
be, and they are hereby, authorized to take acknowledg- 
ments of deeds, and other instruments of writing, and (0 
administer oaths in investigations committed to them in ihe 
Indian country pursuant to such rules and regulations 48 
may be prescribed for that purpose by the Secretary of the 
Interior; and that acknowledgments so taken shall have the 
same effect as if taken before a justice of the peace. 


The question was taken; and the report con- 
curred in. . 
| Mr. ORR moved that the vote by which the 
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report was concurred in be reconsidered, and that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


REFUNDING DUTIES. 


Mr. FENTON. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up Senate bill (No. 591) to 
remit or refund duties upon goods, wares, and 
merchandise destroyed by fire. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. That is 
too important a bill to be taken up and passed 
without consideration. 

Mr. FENTON. I move to suspend the rules 
to enable 1 -¢ to take up the bill. 1 will state that | 
the bill is substantially the same as that reported 
by the Committee on Commerce at the last session. 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise to a question of order. | 
Is this debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. FENTON. Then | ask for the vote upon 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

The question was taken; and decided in the 
afirmative—ayes 104, noes 30. 

So the rules were suspended and the bill was | 
taken up for consideration. 

The bill was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. FENTON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the bill. 

Mr. WALLEY. I ask the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw the previous question for 
amoment. I have no objection to the bill, but I | 
desire to move to strike out, in the seventh line, 
the words ** 7th of July, 1838,’’ and to insert in 
lieu thereof ** Istof April, 1835;’’so as to embrace 
the great fire in Broad street, Boston, which stands 
vpon precisely the same principle. 

Mr. SKELTON. I raise the question of order 
that the bill contains an appropriation, and must, 
therefore, be first considered in the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FENTON. I move to suspend the rule 
requiring the bill to be so considered. 

ir. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 demand the yeas 
and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 105, nays 55; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ball, Belcher, | 
Bell, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Breckinridge, Bristow, | 
Sugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Clark, Cook, | 
Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, 
Thomas Davis, Dickinson, Disney, Drum, Eastman, Ed- | 
mands, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Etheridge, Far- 
ley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, Goodwin, 
Green, Grey, Audrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Hastings, Hies- 
ter, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Keitt, Kerr, 
Knox, Lane, Latham, Lyon, McDougall, McNair, Mace, 
Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Meach- 
am, Middleswarth, Morgan, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Peck- 
ham, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, Rowe, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shower, Simmons, Sollers, 
Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. 
Taylor, Velier, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Upham, 
Walbridge, Walker, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Westbrook, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer— 
105 

NAYS—Messrs. David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Bridges, 
Brooks, Caskie, Chrisman, Craige, John G. Davis, Daw- 
son, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Gamble, Goode, 
Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Henn, Hib- 
bard, Houston, Gearge W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kid well, 
Kurtz, Letcher, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, McCulloch, 
Macdonald, McMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Nichols, 
Noble, Olds, Parker, Phelps, Ready, Richardson, Thomas | 
Ritchey, Ruffin, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, Sam- | 
uel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Stratton, Straub, Andrew 
Swart, Vansant, and Walsh—55. 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rule was not suspended. | 
Mr. FENTON. 1 move to refer the bill to the 

Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. There are two appropriation 
bills—the Military Academy bill and the Post 





| 
| 


with about half a dozen amendments, which it | 
will not take an hour to dispose of. If the House | 


will agree to it I will move to close debate upon 
these amendments. 


Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I move that the rules | 
be suspended, and thet the House resolve itself | 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union. 

Mr. ORR. I call for tellers on that motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jounson and 
RicHarpson were appoinied. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 72, noes 70. 
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Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 


nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 82, nays 74; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, Appleton, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Ben- 
son, Benton, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bristow, Brooks, Caskie, 
Chamberlain, Chrisman, Clark, Cobb, Curtis, Dawson, 


| Dowdell, Drum, Dunhain, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, 


John M. Elliott, Ellison, Etheridge, Faulkner, Florence, 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Hamilton, Sampson W. 
Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, 
Hughes, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kid- 
well, Kurtz, Lewis, Lindsley, Macdonald, McMullin, Max- 
well, May, Millson, Murray, Nichols, Orr, Packer, Bishop 
Perkine, Phetps, Puryear, Robbins, Ruffin, Seymour, Shan- 


| non, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, William 


Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 


| H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, David 


Stuart, Trout, John Wentworth, Daniel B. Wright, Hen- 


| drick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—82. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Bennett, Bugg, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cutting, Jobn 


| G. Davis, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, 


| Eastman, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Farley, Flagler, 
| Franklin, Giddings, Grey, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, 





Henn, Hiester, Howe, Hunt, Keitt, Lilly, Lindley, Me- 
Culloch, McDougall, Mace, Macy Matteson, Maurice, 
Meachain, Morgan, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oli- 
ver, Peck, Pennington, Phillips, Preston, Ready, Reese, 
Richardson, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, 
Simmons, Stratton, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G Taylor, 
Teller, Tracy, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, 


| Walley, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, Tappan Wentworth 
| Westbrook, Wheeler, and Witte—74. 


So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in the chair. ) 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | move to take up the amend- 
ments of the Senate to House bill (No. 561) 
making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1856. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I should 
like to know from the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means how many bills he has to 
dispose of? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Only one more besides this. 
There are but eight amendments to this bill, and, 
in my judgment, they will not occupy ten minutes. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. What is the other bill ? 
an HOUSTON. The Post Office appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I hope the House will 
sit here in good humor, and help the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means to hurry 


| through these bills, and I hope then that the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means will allow the House 
of Representatives to do a little business on their 
own account. 

The Clerk proceeded to report the Senate amend- 
ments to the bill. 

First amendment: 


In line twenty, page 2, strike out “3,000,” and insert in 
lieu thereof ** 4,160 ;’’ so as to make the clause read: 
For expenses of the Board of Visitors, $4,160. 


Mr. HOUSTON. This increased amount is 


appropriated for the expenses of the Board of || Ways and Means recommend concurrence? 


Visitors to West Point. It is rendered necessary, 


LOBE. 
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and Means recommend non-concurrence. The 
appropriation was recommended by the superin- 
tendent, but it was not recommended by the War 
Department. 
he question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 
Fifth amendment: 


For deficiency for expenses of the Borrd of Visitors for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, $688 52. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The explanation which I 
have given for the other amendment in rela'ion to 
the visitors applies to this. This appropriation 
is for the next fiscal year. One of the visitors 
will be from the State of California; and it is 
necessary to appropriate this sum in order to meet 
the actual expenses. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend concurrence. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 

For additional pay allowed to enlisted men employed on 
extra duty as mechanics and laborers, per act of 4th of 
August, 1854, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, 
$2,868 40. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thatamendment is rendered 
necessary by an act of Congress of last session. 
The Committee of Ways and Means recommend 
concurrence. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 
For cavalry instruction, $200. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


' and Means recommend non-concurrence. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 
Eighth amendment: 


Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That hereafter the 
yearly allowance of the professor of French and Spanish, 
and of the professor of drawing, shall be the same as is now 
allowed to the other professors. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend non-concurrence in that 
amendment. I will send up to the Clerk’s desk, 
however, a recommendation, which I desire to be 

/read. It is very short. The two professors men- 
tioned here are the only ones who have not re- 


~ ceived the higher rate of compensation. We com- 


| 


owing to the fact that last year one of these visitors | 


was appointed from the State of California, and 
his mileage was so large that this deficiency was 
left. The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend concurrence. 


The question was taken; and the amendment | 


| was concurred in. 


Second amendment: 
At the end of the bill, add the following: 
For repairs and additions to professors’ quarters, $5,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


| and Means recommend non-concurrence in that 
Office appropriation bill—returned from the Senate | 


amendment. From line thirteen to line seventeen 
the same item is substantially introduced. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Third amendment: 

For furnishing hospital for cadets, $500. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend concurrence in that amend- 
ment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Fourth amendment: 

For gas-house and apparatus, $15,000. 


| 
j 


menced by raising the pay of one professor, then 
of another, until we have raised all except those 
two. I esk the reading of the extract, which | 
send up to the Clerk’s desk. 

It was read, as follows: 


‘The pay and allowances of the professor of French and 
Spanish—one person—and of drawing, and of geography, 
histery, and ethics—one person—and of the chaplain, ouglit, 
on account of their occupying precisely the same social 
position, the same general relation to the cadets, and being 
subjected to expenses of living in no degree less, to he the 


|| same as those of the other protessors of the academy. The 


Secretary of War, however, as | am bound to say, does not 
incline to raise the allowances of the professor of drawing 
to that amount, nor to®ssign that amount to the chaplain; 


as to the professor of French and Spanish, and of ethics, 
&c., he approves.”? 


Mr. PECKHAM. Does the Committee of 


The CHAIRMAN. No; non-concurrence. 

Mr. PECKHAM. 1 hope the committee will 
concur in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I should like to know from the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
what the allowance of one of these professors is? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I believe $2,000 a year. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I should be glad 
| to hear, from some quarter, the reason for this 
increased compensation. 

Mr.PECKHAM. Thereason is very obvious. 
These positions are very impostant, and are well 
filled; and their incumbents should be paid as much 
as other professors are paid in the same place. 

Mr. SMITH. Is the place well filled now? 

Mr. PECKHAM. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. SMITH. Has there ever been any diffi- 
culty in getting a competent professor for this 

lace? 


the same question with regard to many responsi- 
ble situations where the salary is inadequate; and 
he might ask the question with truth in regard to 
the Judges of the Supreme Court. Plenty of men 
would like to occupy the seat of my honorable 


| Mr. PECKHAM. The gentleman might ask 
| 


|| friend from Virginia, but not fill it half so well. 
|| I hope that the committee will have the justice and 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways || liberality to grant the increase of salary here asked 
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for. It costs these professors as much to live there 
as it does the other professors, and yet there is a 
discrimination made between their salaries. 

Mr. PRESTON. 1 do not know who the pro- 
fessor of French and Spanish is at West Point, 
but | know the professor of drawing, Mr. Weir, 
who painted the Raberkation of the Pilgrims from 
Delft Haven, in the rotunda, to be one of the most 
eminent artists of the country. The amendment 
now before the committee simply proposes an 
increase of salaries of the professors of French 
and’ Spanish, and drawing, equal to the salary 
now received by the other professors there. The 
compensation now allowed them is found to be 
inadequate, and a professor of the first genius in 
the country, on this account, is now hesitating 
whether he will resign his place or not. I hope 
that the committee will grant the increase of sal- 
ery asked, and concur in the amendment of the 
Senate. 

Mr. KERR. I simply desire to make a single 
remark. J understand that the question is upon 
increasing the salaries of the professors whose 
salaries were not increased at the time the increase 
took place with regard to others. The neglect of 
these two gentlemen, the professor of French and 
Spanish, and the professor of drawing, when the 
increase was made in the case of the other pro- 
fessors, made an invidious distinction, justified 
neither by a sense of justice or a proper regard 
for national economy. I can see no reason in the 
world why the professor of French and Spanish, 
or the professor of drawing, equal as they are to 
their associate professors, should not receive pre- 
cisely the same amount of annual compensation | 
that the other professors do. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have only a few words to 
ray about this matter. I care nothing about the 
amendment, one way or the other. The Secretary 
of War declines to recommend any increase of 
salary in these cases. As regards the increase of 
salary in these cases, the argument has always 
been presented, when we have raised salaries gen- | 
erally, that the duties of these professors were not 
of an arduous character. 

Mr. HUNT. Their knowledge of the lan- 
guages must be very thorough, and my apprecia- 
tion of that knowledge is far different from thatof | 
the gentleman from Alabama or the Secretary of | 
War. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Without meaning 
to go into anything like an elaborate discussion, 
and in perfect ignorance of these gentlemen—ex- 
cept, perhaps, | might have had an introduction 
to one of them—l would join issue as to the state- 
ment that a teacher of Janguages occupies as im- 
portant and responsible position as a teacher of 
mathematics. tao the truth of the statement, 
but, on the contrary, I say that, while the duties 
of the military professors of the Academy at West 
Point are constant and onerous, those of the tzacher 
of modern languages are cgmparatively clight, 
because, after giving his lessons, he finds time to 
yrosecute his own pursuits out of the Academy. 
Ve all know, those of us who have ever taken 
lessons in French, or who have had children take 
them, that they are generally very brief, and con- 
sume but little time, as compared with the time | 
and attention necessary to a knowledge of mathe- 
matics. Does it follow as a necessary consequence, | 
because we have increased the salaries of some of | 
these professors who have spent their lives in the 
laborious cultivation of science, that we should | 


| salary as the other professors. 
| from Tennessee says that we can secure the ser- | 


| lessons from which they will derive advantage. | 
| At West Point their duties are confined to the || 


, be done immediately. 


do so in the case of these other professors whose | 


duties are not so arduous or difficult. 


One word more. We should becareful to avoid | 


pampering these establishments too much. There || 
18 a growing sentiment in the country against || 
these exclusive establishments. I think, under || 
proper regulations, that they are necessary; and I | 
am willing to sustain them, but I am only willing | 
to increase the salaries of officers in these estal- || 
lishments where it is absolutely necessary to se- | 
cure the services of competent men, and where | 
such services can only be had without an increase | 
of salaries. 

_Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The present sala- | 
ries of professors at West Point, if 1 mistake 
not, are now as high as was recommended by 
the Departments. When the Department rec- 
ommended an increase of the salary of the other 
professors to $2,000, selary of $1,500 was all | 
that they recommended for the professors of , 
French and Spanish, and drawing. It was then || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_ Post Office appropriation bill. 
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thought, not only by the Department, but also by | 


the House, that $1,500 was ample compensation | 
for the services required of them. It was thought 
by many that this salary was above what should 
really be pa:d, and that we could get as competent 
and faithful men for the discharge of the duties of 
these professorships as any in the nation. I think 
that the Government should pay its officers, of 
every grade and class, such compensation as 
would command the services of competent,worthy, 
and faithful men. 

Mr. PRESTON. I would ask my friend from 
Tennessee how much difference there is between 
the salary of Mr. Weir, the professor of drawing, 
and that of the other professors? 

Mr. JONES. The salary of the professor of 
drawing and of the professors of French and 
Spanish is $1,500, while that of the other profes- 
sors is $2,000. 

Mr. PRESTON. As I understand the amend- 
ment, the salary of Mr. Weir, as professor of 
drawing, would be increased to $2,000. 

Mr. JONES. We can getas competent men in 
the United States at the salary of $1,500. It is 
all that is recommended by the Department. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I would inform the gentle- 
man from Tennessee that the former professor of 
French and Spanish at West Point, Professor 
Molinard, left the institution upon the ground that | 
the salary was not sufficient. 

Mr. JONES. I would ask the gentleman if | 
there is a professor®in any of the literary institu- 
tions of the country of the same grade that is paid 
as much as we are paying these professors at 
West Point? Whenever you go beyond the 
amount sufficient to command the services of com- 
petent men, you are giving gratuities and special 
favors to individuals. | 

Mr. ASHE. It is very seldom that I take part 
in discussions in this House, but I wish to say a 
very few words upon this subject. I am of the || 
opinion that the professors ot drawing and the 
French and Spanish ought to be paid the same 
The gentleman 


vices of as good professors by giving the salaries | 
that we do at present; but the gentleman must 
bear in mind that professors at other places may 
perform duties outside of the institution in which 
they may have a place, and may give separate 


institution itself, and they are allowed no such 
privileges. J°or that reason, and for the purpose 
of securing professors of ability, | shall support 
the amendment of the Senate; and I wish to say | 
this, in reply to the gentleman from Virginia, that | 
Ithink a knowledge of modern languages is as 
necessary for the pupils at West Point as a | 
knowledge of mathematics. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I | 
believe the committee understand this matter, and 
are now ready to vote upon it, and | hope it will 


The question was then taken; and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. HOUSTON. That is the last amendment || 
tothe Miluary Academy bill, and I move that it be 
laid aside, and that the committee proceed to the 
consideration of the Senate amendments to House 
bill (No. 594) making appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Denartment during the fiscal || 
year ending June 30, 1856. | 
The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. | 
{Here the committee informally rose, in order || 
that a message might be received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, noti- || 
fying the House that that body insisted on its 


|| amendments to the Army bill, and asked for a_ 


committee of conference; and that it had anpointed 
Messrs. Suietps, Toomss, and We..er, man- 
agers on its part. The committee resumed its 
session. | 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The committee accordingly proceeded to the 
consideration of the Senate amendments to the 


First amendment: 


Page 2, line one, strike out ‘* 20,’’ and insert in lieu there- 
of ** t0;”? so as to make the clause read : 
For transportation of the mails, $5,981 ,938. 


Mr. HOUSTON. That amendment proposes 


——— 


| Michigan Central railroad, five hundred and eighteen mije 


_ amendment. 
transportation over the gradual extension of the 


March 2, 








ee 
————<—<————- 


to add to the sum appropriated in the bill, 60,000 
the necessity of which arises from the fact that the 
expenses of the service of the Post Office Depart. 
iment in Kansas and Nebraska were not provided 
for in the original bill. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The question was put; and the amendment wag 


| concurred in. 


Second amendment: 

After line eleven, insert— 

For the transportation of the United States mail over the 
8, 


from the 9th of June, 1849, to the 28th November of the 


same year, $5,177 60. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
The services now claimed for, is for 


road beyond that provided for in the contract, 
made during the administration of the Post Office 
Department under Mr. Hubbard. 

The letters from Mr. Hubbard and from the 
present Assistant Postmaster General will explain 


| the claim. 


The letters are as follows: 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, February 22, 1853. 
Sir: The Michigan Central Railroad Company present 


| the annexed bills for mail service. and in explanation of the 


account Uic*ullowing statement is submitted : 
It appears that on the Ist October, 1846, the company 
toek possession of the road, it having previously belonged 


| to the State of Michigan, and at that time only completed 


to Paw Paw. On the 23d of April, 1849, the road was com. 
pleted by the company to New Buffalo. During the period 
of the year 1849, mentioned in the annexed bills, the com- 
pany performed the service alluded to in addition to the 
regular service, and now claim pay of the Department on 
the following grounds: ‘ That they are justly entitled to it, 
the Department being fully aware that the company were 


| performing the service, and that no contract existed under 


whi-h the payments could be made; that the Department 
never notified the company that, if they continued to per- 
form the service, they could not expect to receive payment; 


| thatthe Department continued to send the mails both by 


the Sunday train and the additional daily train; that the 
facilities afforded by the extension of the road to New Buf- 


| falo enabled the Department to form a connection with a 


hine of steamboats running between New Buffalo and Chi- 
cago, thus expediting the Great Western mails many hours 
in advance of heretofore existing schedules; that the Com- 
pany continued to run an additional daily train and a Sanday 
train upto the close of navigation, 1849, viz : November 251h; 
that in April, 1850, the Department and the company agreed 
upon a contract, and the rate of payment stipulated in the 
contract was the same as that asked by the company for 
the service previous to the existence of the contract, and as 
noticed in the annexed bills, and the points between which 


| the service was to be performed remaining the same, viz: 


from Dewoit to New Buffalo.” 

The completion of the road to New Buffilo gave to it 
additional importance, and without doubt was of great con- 
venience both to the Department and the public. Not con- 
ceiving that power is vested in me to pay for the service, 
but as the principle upon which this claim is based has 
been acknowledged by my predecessor, in the case of the 
Michigan Southern railroad, I refer this to Congress for 
its decision as he did in that case. 

Yours respectfully, 
8. D. HUBBARD, Postmaster General. 
Hon. T. J. Rusk, Chairman of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, United Staies Senate. 


Post Orricr DEPARTMENT, 
Contract Orrice, March 1, 1855. 


Sin: The claim of the Michigan Central railroad appears 


| to be for extending the mail service west of New Buffalo. 


They have recrived pay for service between Detroit and 


| New Buffalo since July 1, 1850. Butin Ocjober, 1851, they 
|! applied for pay beyond the latter point, to take effect from 


October 10, 1850, and the decision of the Departinent then 
was that the claim could not be allowed, because the ex- 
tended service had not been formally ordered. 
I have the honor to be, &e., &c., 
WILLIAM H. DUNDAS, 
Second Assistant Postmaster General. 


| Hon. G. 8. Houston, House of Representatives. 


The question was then put; and the amendment 


| concurred in. 


Third amendment: 

At the end of the bill insert the followings 

For compensation to William M. F. Magraw, for cat- 
rying the mail on route No. €911, from Independence, 
Missouri, to Great Sait Lake City, Utah Territory, moutlily 
each way, according to the contract under which said ser- 
vice is now being performed. the sum of $36,000 per annum, 
commencing with the contract afuresaid, and in lieu of the 
compensation therein stupuluted. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 


ment, withan amendment. The amendment they 
propose is, to strike out the words ‘ contract 


| aforesaid,’’ and to insert in liew thereof ** 18:h day 
of August, 1854, and to be continued one yrar. 


The amendment of the Senate proposes to date the 
commencement of this compensation from the date 
of the contract. The amendment recommended 
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that the increased compensation shall commence 
on the 18th day of August, 1854, the time when 
the Indian hosulities commenced, and that it shall 
conunue one year. [ want to propose, myself, an 
amendment to the Senate amendment at the proper 
time. It is this: 

Provided, The Postmaster General, with the assent of 


the contractors, be, and he is hereby, authorized to annul 
said contract. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I do not understand 
this matter. [| thought the amendment was the 
amervdment recommended by the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first question is upon 
the amendment recommended by the committee. 
But the gentleman from Alabama indicated a wish 


to offer an amendment, on his own responsibility, || 


hereafter. The proposition now is to strike out the 
words ** contract aforesaid,’’ and to insert ‘* 18th 
day of August, 1854.”" 

Mr. EDGERION. I wish to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether the gentleman mentioned in this Senate 
amendment did not take this contract for carrying 
the mails for a specific period, at a stipulated 

rice? 
' Mr. HOUSTON. He did. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Well, then, I would inquire 
why the price is now proposed to be enlarged ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is for the purpose of 
affurding—at least that is my understanding of the 
object of it—an indemnity, to some extent, for the 
very heavy losses he has sustained by the out- 
break of Indian hostilities all along the line of his 
route. 
August, shortly after his lineof service was put into 
operation. 


The hostilities commenced in the midule of | 
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Since thattime, if I am not very much | 


mistaken, he has lost from thirty to sixty mules. | 


tle has lost some of his guard. ‘lwo or three men, 
I believe. Now, this amendment is designed to 


remunerate him, tosome extent, for losses arising | 


from Indian depredations. 

Mr. EDGERTON. [I think this is one of those 
eases which frequently arise, in which parties 
make bids at a rate less than that for which the 
mails can be carried, but who, after getting the 
contract, and finding that they cannot make money 
out of it, come to Congress and crave an additional 
compensation. 

Mr. FLORENCE. This is not one of those 
cases, and the gentleman has no right to assume it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think I can show the gentle- 
man from Ohio that he is laboring under an erro- 
neous impression in regard to this case. I have 


before me the bid which was made by this man, at || 


the original letting. 1 find by the paper which | 
have that this bid was $14,400; the service to be 


performed in four mule coaches, and under suffi- || 


cient guard. 
the time. 
Mr. EDGERTON. 
took this contract was entirely unacijuainted with 
the character of the service he had to perform, 
and consequently he made a proposition for car- 
rying the mail at a less price than the service was 
really worth, and thereby forcing off those parties 
who are responsible parties, and who understand 
what they are about. This party, failing in his 


His bid was the only bid made at 


I presume this man who | 





| in this, than there was in thatinstance? Look at 


; 


| come by this contractor? Are they not greater 
| than those of these ocean steamers? Most as- 
_suredly they are. Butthegentleman says that this 
contractor bid less than a reasonable price for 
_ carrying this mail, in order to prevent others from 
| getting the contract. [ will state that there were 
| several gentlemen who bid for this service, and 
| that their bids were very little less than that of 
Mr. Magraw. 

There is another thing to be taken into consid- 
eration. Indian hostilities have increased, and the 
guard for the mail has been necessarily largely 
| increased. 
| the Indians, those who accompany the mail 
demand, and have to be paid, larger wages. This 
is a route of twelve hundred miles in length, over 
| plains, and through a country of hostile and war- 
| likesavages. At every opportunity they waylay 
| and attack the mail party, murder them frequently, 


} and run off, or destroy all the mules and other 
|| property. Since, indeed very shortly after the diffi- 


| culty in which Lieutenant Grattan and his party 
were massacred, the same Sioux Indians assailed 
this mail party, wounded Mr. Kincade, a passen- 
ger, and killed three of the men, besides running 
off all the contractor’s mules. 

There is another consideration which ought not 


properl7, that they will have some revenue from 
the carriage of passengers over their routes; but 
in this case, so long as the Indian difficulties con- 


the dangers and difficulties which had to be over- | 


| 


In consequence of these dangers from || 


to be lost sight of. These contractors expect, and | 


tinue, no passengers will take passage with the 


mail. 

It seems to me only just that the compensation 
should be continued for twelve months, during the 
probable continuance of these Indian hostilities, 
no longer. 
| the amendment of the Committee of Ways and 
Means may be adopted, and the Senate’s amend- 
| ment as amended then concurred in. 


LOBE. 


. . 4 : i 
by the Committee of Ways and Means proposes i not more justice in an inerease of compensation | 
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right in the matter. I voted against the first prop:- 
osition for the Collins line; | voted for the second 
one because it was to give additional compensa- 
tion for service to be thereafter rendered. it was 
not retrospective. This gentleman claims addi- 
tional compensation for services, not additional 
services—why? Because he has made no money 
out of his contract. That is the only reason; and 
why did he not make any money out of hie con- 
tract? Was itthe fault of the Government? He 
does not so allege. It is because accidents have 
occurred. 

Mr. DAWSON. I eay that it was the fault of 
the Government which has not properly protected 
that line of frontier. 

Mr. EDGERTON. The Government was not 
bound to furnish protection along his route. The 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Puevrs) says that 
the Government has not preserved peace with the 
Indians. I say that the Government was not 
bound, under the circumstances, to protect this 
contracior against Indian hostilities. If the gen- 
tleman will show me that, under the contract, the 
Government was bound to protect the contractor 
against Indian hostilities, or against any other 
depredations committed on the mail, then I will 
say that there may be some claim for additional 
alowance. Here the only claim 1s, that by acci- 


| dent, or otherwise, the contractor has failed to 


make as much money on the contract as he antt- 
cipated that he would. It is because I am against 
this whole contract system, of contractors asking 
for increased compensation, not for additional 
service, but for service which they never did per- 
form, that | am opposed to this amendment. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I offer the following amend- 


|| ment to the amendment: 


I hope, therefore, Mr. Chairman, that || 


| 


| Mr. EDGERTON. Mr. Chairman, I do not 


| know that the statement of the gentleman from | 


|| Missouri has altered my mind in this case. I think 


|| that 1c 1s just one of those cases where the party 
| took a contract and failed to make money, but not || 





| by the fault of the Government. 
Mr. DAWSON. The gentleman from Ohio 


| 


seems to be a great stickler for the strict letter of || 


| the contractor in this case. He makes no ailow- 
ance for unforeseen difficulties and obstructions. 
He does not take into consideration that, although 


profound peace, the country has been from a short 
| while afterwards involved in Indian hostilities. 
| Hostile Indians have scattered themselves across 


the plains and assail parties upon all the traveling 
routes. 


the contract was entered into during a period of 


the common enemy. Still the honorable gentle- | 


man insists upon a compliance with the strict letter 
of the contract. 1 know that my friend has been 
more liberal than he ts now on other occasions. 


His general character is one of liberality and in- || requested me, inasmuch as the application was 


1 would ask him, however, why he ex- || 


| tegrity. 
| acts so severe a duty in this instance, when he was 


contract, comes here and claims an additional || corporation for the carrying of the mail across the 


compensation. I am opposed to this whole prin- 
ciple, for by it responsible parties are forced to 
withhold their bids, and persons ignorant of the 
country, and who propose to carry the mails for 
less than it is worth, getthe contracts. I say that 


| 
| 


ocean? Ele then voted for an increase wf compen- 


willing to disregard a contract made by a great | 


sation from $19 000, the original contract price, to | 


$33,000 the trip, being an increase of $13,750 for 
each and every trip. 


parties who make these contracts should be held || proceed to answer the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
strictly to their fulfillment, and if this be one of || vania, (Mr. Dawson.) He alludes to the Collins | 


those cases, | am opposed to any change of the 
contract; but if itis not, and the gentleman from 
Alabama can satisfy me of the fact, that he has 
sustained a loss by the Indian depredations, I will 
support the amendment. 

_ Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Chairman, [I am aston- 
ished to hear the gentleman from Ohio declare 
that he is opposed to this amendment for the 
reason that it increases the compensation of a 
contractor who entered into a contract with the 
Government to carry the mail from Independence, 
Missouri, to Great Salt Lake City, Utah Terri- 
tory, for a stipulated price. Did not that gentle- 
man, only the other day, vote to increase the 
compensation of the Collins line, when it was 
contracted by the company to perform a stipu- 
lated service, at a certain fixed price? Is there 





| steamers. That line did not ask, nor did it get || 
It is only | 


retrospective increased compensation. 


| 
| Mr. EDGERTON. Mr. Chairman, I will now | 


| prospective, and the increased compensation is | 


| given for increased service, 
| parallel. This contractor does not propose to 
| perform additional service. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Did not the Col- 
| lins steamers commence the additional service 
| before the law was passed giving them increased 
| compensation? and, therefore, was not the law 


|" giving that increased compensation restrospective ? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
the gentleman from Ohio had better not answer the 
— for he will not be in order in doing so. 


| 
| 


€ must confine his remarks to his objections to | 


| the amendment. 


| Mr. EDGERTON. 


I want to place myself | 


This contract has been executed in the face of | 


The cases are not || 


Provided, The Postmaster General, with the assent of 
the contractor, be, and he hereby is, authorized to annul 
said contract. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have nothing further to 
say, except merely to remark that the Postmaster 
General has no power to release the party from 
his contract under the existing law, and this pro- 
viso is to give him that power. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. OLDS. I have an amendment to offer to 


| this amendment, which is similar in its character 


to that which has just been adopted. | move to 
amend by adding at the end of the forty-second 
line the following amendment: 


Also for compensation to Jacob Hall, for carrying the 
mail on route No. 8912, from Indtpendence, Missouri, to 


Sante Fé, Terrtory of New Mexico, monthly each way, 
according to the contract under which said service is now 
berg performed, the sum of $22,600 per annum for one 


year, from the 18th day of August, 1854. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, one word of explanation. 
[ will say that this amendment stands upon the 
same ground as the provision for the Magraw 
case, which the Senate have adopted. This gen- 
tleman has made application under similar cir- 
cumstanceg, and the chairman of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads in the Senate has 


not received soon enough 'o be acted upon in the 
Senate, to offer it here. It meets the concurrence, 
as | understand, of the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and the claim ought to be 
allowed. I hope the amendment will be adopted, 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise to a question of order. 
This amendment provides for a distinct appropria- 
tion upon a different subject from that embraced 
in the Senate amendment. 

Mr. OLDS. No, sir; it is a case precisely sim- 
ilar to the Magraw case. ~ 

Mr. SEWARD. I think the gentleman is 
entirely mistaken. This is a distinct appropria- 
tion relating to a distinct contract. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. BENTON. | will say one word in support 
ofthisamendment. It isto provide for an old con- 
tractor, for the same man who has been carrying 
the mail upon this route five years. And he has 
carried the mail al! this time without ever once suf- 
fering from Indian depredations. But,sir, in the 
present state of Indian h:stilities in that country 
he now finds kis contract, out of which he has 
heretofore made money, a losing Lusiness. This 
ig a most meritorious case. | hope the House 
will adopt the amendment. 


Mr. PRINGLE. Will the gentleman from Mis- 
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eouri allow meto inquire whether the Indians who 
are committing these depredations are not Indians 
with which this Government have entered into 
treaty sipulations ? 

Mr. BENTON. If the gentleman refers to the 
Sioux Indians, | reply in the affirmative. 

Mr. PRINGLE. Then | will inquire whether 
we have not already laws which can be enforced, 
to collect indemnity from these Indians? 

Mr. BENTON. No, sir; I think not. 

Mr. PRINGLE. If I am not mistaken, there 
is a general law by which we can collect indem- 
nity for depredations committed by the Indians to 
which we are paying annunities. I think the 
amount may be deducted from their annuities. 

Mr. BENTON. Why, this amendment is not 
for Indian depredations. I is for carrying the mail. 

Mr. OLDS. 1 wish further to amend by insert- 
ing the same proviso which was added to the 
Magraw case, authorizing the Postmaster General 
to release this party from the contract if it should 
be deemed advisable. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the amendment will 
not be adopted. If it be, the House will place 
itself in this absurd position: that we are legislating 
to make a separate and distinct appropriation to 
pay for contracts made with parties for the trans- 
portation of the mail. And we are not only 
providing for increased compensation for past ser- 
vices, but we are, in addition, giving the Post- 
master General authority to releasethem from the 
performance of their contracts in case they wish a 
release. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


| tract over other bidders. 


If the gentleman will give way 


for an explanation, I will say that this contract | 


was made before the commencement of Indian 
hostilities, and certainly this party should not be 
compelled to carry out his contract for the com- 
pensation originally agreed upon under these cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr. SEWARD. Yes, sir; I understand the 
proposition perfectly. It is to give these parties 
a double favor. First, an appropriation of money 


to supply a deficiency which they say exists for | 


past services; and then, to givethem leave to with- 
draw from all further services. Sir, I say this is 
wrong. 
mail for less than they could afford to carry it, I 
say they ought to be the losers. They were men 


If these parties contracted to carry the | 


acquainted with the country through which the | 


mail was to be carried. 


They knew the risks that | 


were to be incurred when they entered into their | 
contracts, and they ought to be made to conform 


to their original contracts. 

Mr. PHELPS. But these hostilities had not 
commenced when they entered into the contract, 
and they had no reason to expect that they woyld 
commence. 

Mr. SEWARD. They knew the country, and 
they knew the character of the Indians, and they 
had the right to calculate upon just what has oc- 
curred. 


Mr. PERKINS, of New York. Oh! no; the | 


Nebraska bill had not passed then. 

Mr. EDGERTON. 
to say in relation to this proposition. 
these parties proposed to carry the mail from 
Independence to Great Salt Lake City for $14,400 
per annuin. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


I have a single word more | 
Now, sir, | 


'  TheCHAIRMAN, Thegentleman is in order. 


| Missouri does not apply directly to the two 


/and forty acres of land, and to stations twenty | 


I rise to a question of order. |, 


The amendment to which the gentleman from || 
Ohio is speaking has already been adopted, pro- | 


viding for additional compensation for the route 
from Independence to Salt Lake. The proposition 
now before the committee is in reference to the 
route from Independence to Santa Fé. J ask that 
the gentleman shall be confined to the discussion 
of the proposition under consideration. 


Mr. EDGERTON. 


eral debate has not yet been closed on this bill, and | 


it is inorder to discuss any provision init. There 
are some facts connected with this contract which 
i desire to bring to the attention of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Puevrs,] that 
the proposition to which he alludes has not passed 
from the consideration of the committee. 
been adopted as an amendment to the Senate 
amendment. But, the amendment submitted by 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Oxps] is an amend- 
ment to it, and both will have to be acted upon 
again by the committee. 

Mr. E 
cussing this proposition, am I not? 


It has | 


1} 
i} 


DGERTON. Then Iam in orderin dis- | 


| tion of order. 


I will state that the gen- || 
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Mr. EDGERTON. Now, sir, 1 wish to state 
that this contractor, Magraw, proposed to carry 
the mail for $14,440 per annum, and to provide a 
good and sufficient guard. He proposed to fur- 
nish a good and sufficient guard, which no other 
bidder proposed to do; and it was for this very | 
reason, | have no doubt, that he obtained the con- | 
Mr. Chairman, I ask 
the attention of the committee again to what he | 
er to do, and to what it is now proposed to 
do for him. He proposed to carry the mail and to 
furnish a good and sufficient guard for the sum of 
$14,440. He did not furnish such a guard, and, 
therefore, it is proposed to raise his compensation 
to $36,000 per annum, increasing the amount ori- 
ginally contracted to be paid him by $21,560 per 
annum. I stated that the inducement, undoubt- 
edly, in the outset, with the Postmaster General, in 
awarding him the contract, was that he stipulated, 
which no other contractor would agree to do, to | 
carry the mail with a good and sufficient guard. 
And the term, ‘‘ good and sufficient guard,’’ 1 take 
it, means a guard sufficient to protect the mails 
from depredations, and to protect him in carrying 
the mail. He has failed in this part of his contract, 
and [ think he is entitled to no relief at the hands 
of Congress. Certainly he is not entitled to | 
receive an addition of $21,560 per annum. 

The question now being upon the adoption of 
the amendment, 

Mr. PHELPS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epmunpson 
and CHAMBERLAIN were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes seventy-one; noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. Chairman, I have an || 


amendment to offer, which I think will pass unani- | 
mously. It does not propose to take one dollar 
out of the Treasury. It is as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That every contractor en- 
gaged, or to be engaged, in carrying the mails through any | 
of the territory westof the Mississippi, shall have the privi- | 
lege of occupying stations at the rate of not more than one 
in every twenty miles, on the route on which he carries the 
mail, and shall have a preémption right thereon, whenever | 


the same shall be brought into market, to the extent of six || 


hundred and forty acres, to be taken contiguously, and to | 
include his improvements, but no such preémptive right | 
shall extend to any pass in a mountain or defile. 


Mr.SEWARD. I submit that that amendment | 
is not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the | 
— of order, and rules the amendment out of | 
order. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the 
Chair if the amendment of the gentleman from | 


amendments we have just been acting on, and | 
cover them by giving to the contractors the pre- | 
emptive right to enter not more than six hundred 


miles distant? 
TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the | 
amendment modifies the existing law in various 
particulars, and is, therefore, out of order. 
Mr. JONES. So does the amendment we have | 
just been acting upon. 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman appeal || 


from the decision of the Chair? 
Mr. JONES. No, sir; but I hope the gentle- | 

man from Georgia will withdraw his objection. 
Mr.SEWARD. Aslam inclined to accom- 

modate the gentleman, I will withdraw the ques- 





Mr. BRIDGES. I renew it. 

Mr. PHELPS. Oh, I hope not. 

Mr. BRIDGES. Well, I withdraw it. 

Mr. TRACY. I insist upon it. 

Mr. BENTON. Has the Chair pronounced a 
decision ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided 
the amendment out of order. 

Mr. BENTON. 


Chair is conscientious in his decision, at the same | 


time I am sure that his heart is with us, and I || 


therefore appeal to the committee from his decis- | 
ion. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I would | 


_ like to know how much land is appropriated by | 


this amendment. 
Mr. PHELPS. Very little. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Noneatall. The | 


| bill merely gives preémptive rights. 


|| Sent up. 


Whilst I am certain that the || 


Se - 


\| _Mr. PHELPS. It merely secures their sta. 
|| tions. 


The question was then taken on the appeal; and 
the decision of the Chair was overruled, and the 
/ amendment decided to be in order. 

Mr. BENTON. I now ask for a vote upon 
| the amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to cal] 
| the attention of the gentleman from Missouri to 
| the particular shape in which his amendment was 
It can only come in as an amendment 
| to the amendment, and therefore the words * and 
| be it farther enacted’’ should be stricken out. 
| Mr. BENTON. Well, strike them out, and 

put in ‘‘and,”’ a-n-d, and. a 

| Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Let the amendment 
be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be read again if 
no objection be made. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 move that it be read. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The amendment was accordingly read. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Benton’s 
| amendment to the amendment; and it was agreed 

to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of the 
Senate as amended. 

Mr. EDGERTON demanded tellers. 


| 
| 
| 
‘| ‘Tellers were not ordered. 
| 


| The question was taken on the Senate amend- 
/ment, as amended; and it was concurred in, 


Fourth amendment: 


For compensation to George H. Giddings, for carrying 
the mail on route No. 12900, from Santa Fé, New Mexico, 
to San Antonio, Texas, monthly cach way, according to 
the contract under which said service is now being per- 
formed, the sum of $33,500 per annum, commencing with 
| the contract aforesaid, and in lieu of the compensation 
| therein stipulated. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means have instructed me to report an amend- 
ment to the fourth amendment of the Senate, simi- 
lar to the amendment offered in the case of Ma- 
graw. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 

Line forty-eight, strike out the words “contract afore- 
said,’’ and insertin lieu thereof * 18th August, 1854, and 
| to continue one year.’’ 

The amendment, as amended, reads: 


For compensation to George H. Giddings for carrying the 
mail on route No. 12900, from Santa Fé, New Mexico, 
| to San Antonio, Texas, monthly each way, according to 
the contract under which said service is now being per- 
formed, the sum of $33,500 per annum, commencing with 
the 18th August, 1854, and to continue one year, and in lieu 
| of the compensation therein stipulated. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
to the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means have also instructed me to offer the 
following amendment: 

Add the following proviso : 

Provided, The Postmaster General, with the assent of the 
contractor, be, and he hereby is, authorized to annul said 
contract. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
to the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STRAUB. Is it in order to further amend 
the amendment at this stage? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. STRAUB. Then I propose the following 
amendment: 

At the end of line forty-nine insert the following : 

That all mail route agents whose salary does not exceed 
$1,000 per annum shall be allowed twenty per centum 
additional compensation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit a question 
of order. This proposition has no relation to the 
amendment under consideration, and is changing 
the laws which govern this matter. 
| TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the seme 
opinion, and rules the amendment out of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In connection with the fourth 
amendment I desire to have read a letter from the 
| Postmaster General. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object to having it read 
unless it is an official communication under the 
| Constitution. I am tired of having these letters 


| read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Sewarp] has no 
right to object, if the reading of the letter is to 
come out of the gentleman’s time. ; 

i Mr. N. It is an official communica- 
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tion, directed to the chairman of the Post Office || of the road, and because if bis (Mr. Wasson’s) carriers were | 


Committee of this House. 

Mr.SEWARD_ Then it is not official. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This isa copy of the com- 
munication, and I desire the committee to hear it 
read. 

Mr. SEWARD. Do I understand the Chair to 
decide that it is te come out of the gentleman's 
time? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have another question of 
order. If that letter is to be part of the gentle- 
man’s speech, it does not relate to the subject- 
matter under consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
it is in order as a part of the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, because the amendment 
has not yet been adopted. 

Mr.SEWARD. But must not the gentleman’s 
speech conform to the character of the amend- 
ment? And if so, is this letter in order? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not want to annoy the 
committee with the communication. If the gen- 
tleman from Georgia does not desire information on 
the subject, | do not care about it. I have read 
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the communication myself, and unless the com- | 


mittee desire to have it read, I do not. 
‘The communication was read, as follows: 
Post Orrice DePparRTMENT, March 1, 1855. 
Str: In answer to your call for information in relation 
to route 12900, Santa Fé to San Antonio, | have the honor 
to state that the route was let on the 22d of April last, after 
due advertisement for proposals, to David Wasson, at 
$16,750 per annum for two horse coach service, contract 
to run from Ist July, 1854, to July 1, 1858; and service to be 
mouthly each way, and trips in twenty-five days. 
The following were the other bids sent in, viz: 
David Wasson— 
$19,000 per annum, four-horse coaches. 
30,000 per annum, two-horse coaches, twice a month. 
34,000 per annuin, four- horse coaches, twice a month. 
19,000 - annum, two-horse coaches, trips in twenty 
days. 
22,000 per annum, four-horse coaches, trips in twenty 
days. 
36,000 per annum, two-horse coaches, trips twice a 
month, trips in twenty days. 
40,000 per annuin, four- horse coaches, twice a month, 
trips in twenty days. 
Jacob Hali— 
$25,000 per annum, with certainty, celerity, and security. 
45,000 per annum, with certainty, celerity, and security, 
twice a month. 
30 000 per annum, trips in twenty days. 
50,000 per annum, trips twice a month, through in twen- 
tv days. 
William F. Magraw and John E. Reeside— 
$22,500 per annum, in stages, with guards. 
33,750 per annum, in stages, with guards, twice a month. 
29,400 per annum, once a month, twenty days for trip. 


44,000 per annum, twice a month, twenty days for trip. | 
Instructions were given to the postmaster of Santa Fé, | 


accompanying the notice to him of the letting and schedule, 
to engage temporary mail service on the route if the ac- 
cepted bidder should fail to appear; but that such serviee 
Was not to be engaged except in case of absolute and un- 


questionable failure on the part of such individual. He | 


was further directed to have no interest, direct or indirect, 
in such temporary engagement, as well as to make it upon 
the best terms for the Department that could be obtained, 
and in no event at an extravagant cost. 

lt appears from the reports, that Mr. Wasson did not 
appear at either end of the route on the Ist of July, and 


not sworn, as represented, it Was his (the postinaster’s) duty 
to have caused them to be sworn, and give them the mail 
thereupon. 

It seems to me that the Department has dealt with indul 
gence towards Mr. Wasson, considering that the original 
difficulty in the case grew out of his failure to comply with 
his contract obligations. 

1 have to add that Brevort & Houghton are claiming for 

, the full six months specified, at the rate of $28,000 a year ; 
further, that of the pay made to the Wasson interest he 
drew $1,500 in person, and Mr. Giddings the residue. 

Very respecttully, your obedient servant. 


| JAMES CAMPBELL, Postmaster General. 


Mr. EDGERTON. I understand, from the 
reading of the communication from the Postmas- 
ter General, that this Mr. Giddings was not a 
contractor upon this mail route; that some special 
arrangement had been made by which he was to 
receive some $33,500 for carrying the mail from 


; San Antonio, in Texas, to Santa Fé, in New 


Mexico. The bid accepted by the Postmaster 
General was the bid of Mr. Wasson, who pro- 
posed to carry the mail for $19,000. Capiain 
Henry Skillman having previously carried the mail 
on the same route for some $28,000. Mr. Was- 
son was the bidder accepted by the Postmaster 
General for $19,000, for a contract which had 
been performed by Captain Skillman for $28,000. 
| | think, during the whole time of the service of 
Captain Skillman, there never was any failure in 
the transportation of the mail upon this route; and 
I believe it to be a fact that Captain Skillman was 
ready and willing to perform the service again for 
his original bid. The allegation now is, that Mr. 
Wasson did not appear, at the time stipulated in 
the contract, to take the mail from San Antonio to 
Santa Fé, or his carriers did not, and, for some 
reason, the postmasters at these places on the 
route site to deliver the mail to them, and an 
agreement or contract was made with another 
party to carry the mail for an additional compen- 
sation. In what manner this Mr. George H. Gid- 
dings appears now a contractor | do not know, 
for there is no evidence upon this point. Some 
special agreement has been made by which he, as 
contractor, claims the sum of $32,000 for carrying 
the mail, which the Postmaster General let for 
$19,000, and which Captain Skillman was ready to 
| carry for $28,000. 
| I state, in the first place, that | am opposed to 
this whole principle of giving extra compensation 
for services of this character. If it be worth 
$28,000 or $30,000 to carry the mail from San 
Antonio to Santa Fé, let the Postmaster General, 
as it is his duty to do in case of a failure of con- 
tract, instead of making these contracts with favor- 
ites, advertise for bids. 


Mr. McNAIR. It now requires sixteen mules 

| to carry the mail upon that route, where it only 
required five before, on account of the depreda- 
tions of the Indians. This very contractor, Gid- 


|, dings, with his men, fought seventy-five Indians, 


that the postmaster of Santa Fé engaged, in consequence, | 


Messrs. Houghton and Brevort from that date, (the actual 
performance being by Henry Skillman, the old contractor,) 
at $28 0CO per annam, the rate of pay made Mr. Skillman 
under the contract ending 30th June, 1854, for four-horse 
coach transportation. 

Wasson commenced service on the Ist of August, 1854, 
at the lower end of the road, (San Antonio,) but did not 


apply atthe Santa Fé end for the mail till about the Ist of ;| not. 


October. 

The Department has paid Brevort & Houghton $4,195 11, 
for the July and August service, viz: at the rate of H. 
Skillinan’s after time proposition (dated August 9, 1854) 
of $24,900 per annum. 

Mr. Wasson and his agent, Mr. G. H. Giddings, have 
been paid down to Ist of January, 1855, as far as reports 
of postmasters extend, at the rate of his accepted bid of 
$16,500 per annum, after deduction of the $4,195 11 paid 
Brevort & Houghton (or the July and August service. 

It 1s to be remarked, further, that the postmaster of Santa 


| and beat them off, having nine of his mules killed 
/and three of his men wounded; and had it not 
| been for the Sharp rifle picking off the Indians 
| two hundred and fifty yards distant they weuld 


|| have all been killed. Giddings now comes and asks 
|, increased compensation because it takes three times 
|, a8 many mules to carry the mail as it did before. 


| Mr. EDGERTON. Ido not eare whether it 


| takes six or sixteen mules to carry the mail or 


Fé, in the letter of instructions alluded to, was directed to | 
see that the carriers were duly sworn, and not to deliverthe | 


mail to any person as carrier not sworn as such ; also, that 
he has continued from the Ist of October last to the latest 
date of which we have reports from the route, to withhold 
the mail from Mr. Wasson’s carriers, on the ground that 
they had not been sworn. Further, he continued to give 
the mail to Skillman as carrier of Brevort & Houghton, 
down to December last; so that Wasson’s carriers did not 
perform any of the down trips during the first six months of 
the contract term. I directed, however, that Mr. Wasson, 
whose interest as assignee, or proposed transferee, Mr. Gid- 
dings seems to represent, (although no transfer to the latter 
has yet been authorized by this Department,) should be 
settled with, afier charging him with the damages specified, 
by the payment to Skillman, growing out of his failure to 
appear in July and August at Santa Fé, because he made 
&pplieation fer the mail on the lst of @etober at each end 


These contractors agreed to carry the mail 


|| for a certain sum of money, but they failed to do 


it, and it was the duty of the Postmaster General 
to advertise for proposals for the service, and to 
let the contract to the lowest bidder. That is the 
right way to doit. Again, the wholeof this prop- 
osition is, that Indian hostilities have made it 
necessary that a greater number of guards should 
be furnished this mail contractor, and consequently 
make this appropriation here, in the Post Office 
bill, under the name of a mail contract, to prevent 
Indian hostilities in the Indian country. If that 
be the proposition, make it clearly and distinctly; 


tion, make a contract for suppressing Indian hos- 
tilities. 


GLOBE. 


Mr. GROW. As I understand the facts, Mr. | 


Giddings was the assignee of Wasson. 
tleman from Ohio seems to think that this special 
contract with Giddings was an arrangement of the 
| Postmaster General. The original contractor had 
failed to perform the contract, as | understand it, 
and Mr. Giddings was made the assignee of this 
contract, and, therefore, presents a legal claim. 


but do not, in the name of Post Office appropria- 
| 
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Mr. EDGERTON. If Mr. Giddings was the 
assignee of Wasson, how is he to receive $33,000, 
when Wasson was to receive but $19,000? 

Mr. BELL. There was a transfer and assien- 
ment of the contract with the consent of the De- 

rtment. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Thegentleman from Texas 
says that a transfer and assignment of the con- 
tract had been made by Mr. Wasson to Mr. Gid- 
| dings, with the consent of the Department. I 
undertake to say that Captain Stillman would 
have performed that service for $28,000. 

Mr. BELL. I do not desire to interrupt the 
| gentleman, but I wish to say that Captain Suill- 
| man, with all his bravery and determination as a 

pioneer, was unwilling to undertake the service for 
| $28,000 again. He said that if he had reached 
| here in time, his bid would have been for a larger 
sum. 

Mr. EDGERTON. What I said in relation to 
Captain Stillman was information | obtained from 
the Post Office Department myself. Captain Sull- 
man’s bid was not accepted, because it was not 
made in time; but, I will venture to say, if this 
contract was advertised by the Postmaster Gen- 
| eral to be let to the lowest bidder, that responsible 
| parties would come in here and take it for a much 
| less sum than the sum now proposed to be given. 
| L.think it is an innovation in the contract system 
| of the Post Office Department, where, by special 

favor, individuals get special contracts for a less 
sum than they can carry the mails, that they 
should then come here and ask for special allow- 
ances. It is because | am opposed to this whole 
principle that lam against the proposition now 
under consideration. 

Mr. HENN. I move that the committee rise, 
for the purpose of closing the five-minute debate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 would propose, 
sir, that the committee, by unanimous consent, 
close the general debate, and allow discussion to 
| go on under the five-minute rule. 

Mr. SEWARD. No, no. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object to passing the gen- 
eral appropriation bills until some other business 
before the House is disposed of. 

Mr. HENN. If unanimous consent can be 





‘| given to close the general debate, I will withdraw 


my motion; but if not, I insist upon it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

Mr. JONES. I understand the gentleman from 
Georgia will withdraw his objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. There being, then, no 
objection to closing—— 

Mr. ENGLISH. I object. 

Mr. WALSH. I objected, and do not with- 
draw anything. 

Mr. HENN. Then I insist upon my motion, 

Mr. ENGLISH. I withdraw my objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inform 
the gentleman, however, that the gentleman from 
| New York upon the right of the Chair objected, 
| as also one or two others. 

Mr. WALSH. And when I object, I never 
| withdraw. 
| The question was then put upon Mr. Henn’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman of the committee 
reported that the Cémmittee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the state of the Union generally under considera- 
tion, and particularly the Senate amendments to 
House bill No. 594, and the post office appropri- 
| ation bill, and had come to no resolution thereon; 
also, that the committee had had under consider- 
ation the Senate amendments to the Military 
Academy bill, and had instructed him to report 
the same back to the House, with a recommend- 
ation to concur in some of the Senate amendments, 
to disagree to others, and to concur in others with 
amendments. 

Mr.SEWARD. Mr. Speaker—— 
| Mr. HOUSTON was recognized by the Speaker. 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise toa question of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move the usual resolution 
to close debate upon the Post Office appropriation 
| bill in five minutes after the committee shal! again 
| resume its consideration. 

? Mr. SEWARD. | insist upon my right to the 
oor. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Georgia 
is not in order. 
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. Mr. SEWARD. I appeal from that decision of | 


the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Georgia 
addressed the Chair, but the Chair recognized the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Houston.} The | 
gentleman from Georgia insists that he has theright 
to the floor, declaring that he took the floor first, 
and has a right to address the Chair first. The 
Chair decides that he is not entitled to the floor, 
not having been recognized by the Chair. From 
that decision the gentieman from Georgia appeals. 
The question is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?” 

Cries of “ Question!’’ ‘* Question !’’] 

Ihe question was put; and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the House agree 
to the report of the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union, and upon that I demand the |, 


previous question. 
ROBERT C. SCHENCK. 


Mr. PRESTON. I ask the gentleman from | 
Alabama to withdraw that for a moment, until I | 
can make a report from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs in behalf of the chairman of that commit- | 
tee, (Mr. Bayiy,} who is confined to his room by 
sickness—my only object being to have it laid upon 
the table, and printed. 

Mr. WITTE. I| object unless I can know what 
it is. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made, and the 
report will be returned to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr. WITTE. I only objected until I could 
near what the report was about. 

Mr. PRESTON. | 18 for extra compensation 
to Robert C. Schenck, former Mwmister to Brazil, 
for diplomatic services with the Argentine Confed- 
erauion. 

Mr. WALST. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Ovjection is made. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

The main question being on agreeing with the 
report of the Committee of the Whole— 

TheSPEAKER., Isit the pleasure of the House 
to takea vote upon the Senate amendments to the 
Military Academy bill in mass? 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

The amendments to the Military Academy bill 
were then severally read, and acted on, and in each 
case the report of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union was concurred in. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Army appropriation bill 
has been returned to us from the ccm. I desire 
to take it from the table, and submit a motion that 
the House insist upon its disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate, and ask a committee of 
con'erence. 

The SPEAKER. 
order will be made. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

‘The SPEAKER. Itis objected to, and we must 
have a regular vote upon it. 

The question was put upon Mr. Puevps’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

The Speaker thereupoh appointed Messrs. 
Puewrs, of Missouri, Faviener, of Virginia, and 





If there is no objection the 


ence on the part of the House. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL——AGAIN. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now move to suspend the 
rules, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
But before that motion is put I desire to have a vote 
taken upon my motion to close debate upon the 
Post Office appropriation bill in five minutes after 


the committee shall again resume its considera- 
tion. 


Mr. LILLY. I rise to a question of order. 
: Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of priv- 
liege. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the 
question of privilege first. 

Mr. LILLY. I rise to a privileged question. 
Is it proper for the Chair to recognize the gentle- 
man from Alabama, [Mr. Hovston,} who leaves 
his seat and goes down into the area, when there 
are gentlemen ia this part of the Hall who are up, 
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| 
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and have risen again and again, in their seats to | there is more of this matter than in any other, 


be recognized ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state in his 
own defense, that when a bill is reported by any 
one of the committees, he feels it to be his duty, 
under the rules and usage as old as parliamentary 
proceedings, to recognize the gentleman having the 
conduct of the bill. [Cries of ** That is right!’’] 


| The Chair will not violate that rule to gratify any 














| 


| words ** August 5th, 1855 ”’ 


member upon this floor. 


‘* That is right!’?} The Chair would, however, | 
have failed to recognize the gentleman from Ala- | 
bama, if his attention at the time had not been || 
| called to the fact referred to by the gentleman from | 


New Jersey. 

Mr.ORR. The gentleman from Alabama had 
been recognized previously, and was entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir; ard I went into 
the area to speak to my friend from New York. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on a resolu- 
tion, introduced by the gentleman from Alabama, 


that debate be closed on the Senate amendments to || 


the Post Office appropriation bill within five min- 


utes after its consideration shall be resumed in || 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


Y. I call for the previous ques- 
tion on the resolution. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Thatresolution does | 
| not cut off the five-minute debate? 


Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir; only the general 
debate. 

The call for the previous question received a 
second, and the main question was ordered to be 
now put. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. Is 
it in order for me to ask the unanimous consent of 
the House for the introduction of a bill, to which 
there can be no objection? 

{Cries of ** 1 object!”’ ** 1 object!’’) 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move to suspend the 
rules, that | may be enabled to introduce a bill. 


The SPEAKER. There is a motion now || 
| pending to suspend the rules to resolve the House 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. By special rule, the House has first 
to vote on the resolution closing. debate, as a 


privileged question. 


The question was taken; and the resolution 
closing debate was adopted. 
The question was taken on the motion to go 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of || 
| the Union; and it was agreed to. 


The House accordingiy resolved itself into the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, (Mr. Orr in the chair.) 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question pending 


when the commiitee rose, was on agreeing to the 


| fourth Senate amendment to the Post Office appro- | 
priation bill as amended. 


The question was taken; and the amendment, as 
amended, was concurred in. 


The fifth amendment was reported, as follows: 
Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, That the fourth section 


of the act of Congress, approved Sth August, 1854, enutled | 
** An act making appropriations for the service of the Post | 
Office Department during the fiscal year ending the 30ih of | 


June, 1855,’ be, and the same is hereby, continued for one 
year from August 5, 1855, and that the allowance granted 


by said section to the deputy postmaster at Washington | 
| enty, Distriet of Columbia, of one mill per pound upon the | 
| aggregate weight of public documents printed by order of | 
Tarior, of Ohio, as the managers of the confer- || 

| to be mailed, shail be so construed as to commence on the 


Congress, and deposited in the office of the said postmaster 


Sth of August, 1853. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Waysand 
Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- 
ment, with an amendment striking out all after the 
The portion pro- 
posed to be stricken out provides for giving back 
pay for the year previous to 1854. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means recommend a concur- 
rence in the provision for increased compensation 
to the clerks in the Washington post office; but 
they thought that it was inexpedient to provide 
for the giving of extra pay for the year previous to 
the one when they commenced to draw it. I think 
there are good reasons why the recommendation 
of the Committee of Ways and Means should be 
adopted. By reference tq the law of the last ses- 
sion, when this compensation commenced, the 
committee will discover that the month of January 
is taken as the month by which all the others are 
to be regulated. All of us know that in that month 


{Cries of ** Good !” | 


|| The present session will terminate in a few days 
| and for many months there will becomparative! ; 

liule of this matter to be mailed by the post office 
clerks of this city. I have no objection to here. 

after continuing the compensation under the law, 
| from time to time, as Congress may see fit; but [ 
think that it is a bad principle to now go back 
twelve months previvus to the time when they 
commenced drawing it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
oppose the amendment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, advocated by the chairman, who has 
just taken his seat. 1 examined this matter care- 
| fully a year ago, as a member of a committee of 
|| conference. 1t was well understood in that commit- 
| tee that this compensation was due to these post 
| office clerks, whose labor is double that ef any 
| other clerks in any other branch of the public ser. 

vice, whether you take the clerks in this or in any 
| other city of the Union. The post office clerks 
| get generally about half the pay that other clerks 
do anywhere, and they have to do double the work. 
|, In this city, sir, it is well known that the clerks in 
the post office are compelled to labor hard to get 
| through with the duty which we impose on them. 
The gentleman says that January is made the 
| measure because it is the heavy month. As I un- 
| derstand, that is not the heavy month. We know 
| that in the month of January we have few, if any 
| of the public documents printed. We know that 
| 
| 


| 





we do not receive them until after that; therefore 
it would be better for the clerks if they took any 
|| other month than January. But that has been 
| decided on as one of the conveniences to them and 
|| to all. 

‘| Mr. Chairman, I examined the question with 
|| great care when I was on the committee of con- 
|| ference at the last session, and it was only to 
secure some measure of greater importance, though 
not of so much convenience tolaboring individuals, 
that the committee on the part of the House 
receded. The Senate gave up to us an important 
measure to let this pass, but with the dis‘inct under- 
standing that, on the first occasion it came up, gen- 
| tlemen would feel at liberty to vote for it. It is 
only taking the compensation back to the time con- 
templated by that law, and to the time when the 
other clerks of the city—the clerks of the other 
|| Departments—began drawing their increased «al- 
| aries, salaries increased far above those of these 
hard-working men, to whom we have to trust our 
correspondence and its contents, and who heve 
ever proved faithful. I hope, sir, that this House 
will not dally with so small a matter as that. [ 
hope they will adopt the amendment, which simply 
does an act of justice. 

Mr. HOUSION. Will the gentleman allow 
me to state one fact? I want to correct the gen- 
tleman in this particular: This amendment, as it 
passed the Senate, will give to these clerks in the 
city post office an extra compensation, going fur- 
| ther back than the increased compensation which 
was given to the clerks in the Department. 
| Mr. CHANDLER. However that may be, it 
|| only goes back to the time when this heavy labor 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





|| was imposed upon them without any augmenta- 
| tion of their compensation. But, sir, 1 do not think 
|| it is worth while to take up the time of the com- 
mittee, every moment of which is precious. I 
hope the amendment will be adopted as it passed 
| the Senate, and that the amendment of the Com- 
|| mittee of Ways and Means will be rejected. 
| Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I merely desire 
| to say, to correct an erroneous impression which 
|| may, have been created by the remark of the gen- 
|| tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron,} that this 
|| extra compensation only extends back to the same 
year for which the clerks of the Departments were 
|| allowed extra compensation. 
| Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly. I thought so. 
|| The question was then taken; and the amend- 
|| ment of the Committee of Ways and Means was 
| not agreed to. ' 
The question then recurred upon concurring in 
| 








the Senate arnendment; and, being taken, was car- 
| ried in the affirmative. 
So the amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 
Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to estabfish and 
utin operation a semi-montb! 
rancisco, in the State of Cali 
Territory of Washington, touching at 


mail, by sea, from San 
nia, to Olympia, in the 
Humboldt bay, Trin- 
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jdad, and Crescent City, in the State of California, Port 
Orford, Gardiner City, or Umpqua, and Astoria, in the Ter- 
ntory f Oregon, Shoalwater bay, Port ‘Townsend, in the 
‘Terriory of Washington, and at such other ~~ as shall 
be designated by the Postmaster General: Provided, ‘The 
whole cost of said service shall not exceed the sum of 
$120 000 per anu. 


Mr. HOUSTON. [ am instructed by the Cor- 
mittee of Ways and Means to recommend a con- 
currence in (hat amendment, with an amendment. 
I move to insert, in the tenth line, after the word 


«* Provided,’’ the words, ** that the contract for ; 


said service be advertised by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, in pursuance of existing laws, and let to the 
lowest bidder: Provided further;’’ so that the clause 
will read: 


Provi’ed. That the contract for said service shall be 


advertised by the Postmaster General, in pursuance of ex- 
isting laws, and let to the lowest bidder: Provided further, 


Thatthe whole cost of said service shall not exceed the sum . 


of $120,000. 


{hat amendment merely provides that these | 
contracts shall be advertised and let in the same || 


manner that other mail contracts are. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. 
amendment to that amendment. 

Tne CHAIRMAN. No further amendment is 
in order. 

The question was taken; and the amendment of 
the Committee of Ways and Means was adopted. 


Mr. LANE. I now offer my amendment. I 


move to add at the end of the amendment the fol- | 


lowing: 


Provided further, That the Postmaster General may, 
if le shall deem it for the public interest, contract fur such 
public service with the lowest bidder, as aforesaid, under 


advertisements and proposals heretofore made for the mail || 


service between the points aforesaid. 


imagine. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know whether I 
clearly understand the purport of that amend- 
ment; but if I do, it seems to me it will be legis- 
lating in the dark. Wedo not know what pro- 
posals may have heretofore been made. I think 
we had better have the contracts made in the ordi- 
nary way. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
discretionary with the Postmaster General. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If that is a fact | have no 
objection to the amendment. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Lanse’s amend- 
ment was adopted. 

The question then recurred upon the Senate 
amendment as amended, and being put, was car- 
ried in the affirmative. 


Seventh amendment: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That theYight to frank || 
letters and documents now allowed by law to the Vice | 
President be continued to those who have heretofure, or | 


shull bereatter hold that vffice, during lie. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. 


Mr. SEWARD. 
fourth line, the words “ during life.”” The amend- 
men: would then read: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the right to frank 
letters aud documents now allowed by law to the Vice 
President be continued to those who have heretofore or 
shall hereafter hold that office. 


Mr. Chairman, this amendment of the Senate 
proposes to confer upon the Vice President now 
in office, and those who have heretofore or shall 
hereafter hold that office, a franchise for life—an 
incorporeal inheritance. Now, sir, I object to 
any such provision being made, because if Con- 
gress has the power te confer that right upon 
these officers, they have the right to transfer it to 
others. We have had illustrations enouch of late 
of the assumption of high Federal officers to the 
utmost limit of the power intrusied to them, to 
make us cautious how we extend that power. 


But a few days ago, one of these officers under-| 
took to strike down the representatives of the peo- | 


ple by refusing his assent—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Georgia must confine himself to the discussion of 
the amendment he has offered. 


Mr. SEWARD. Sol am. i was giving an 


illustration of the danger of extending further | 


power to those officers by an example of the way 
that power had been uséd. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 


example is not in order. 


THE CONGR 


I desire to offer an | 


But this leaves it | 


I move to strike out, in the | 








the authority of determining what arguments 
should operate upon my mind to favor or oppose 
any proposition, and what example may Le given 
and what may not, [ think that authority is an 
infringement upon my rights. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has the author- 
ity to enforce the rules of order, and he will en- 
force them. 

Mr. SEWARD. If I do not conform to the 
rules of order, then [ wiil submit to be called to 
order by the Chair. Bat lI submit to the Chair 
whether it is notin order, in discussing an amend- 
ment proposing to confer additional powers upon 
public officers, to show, by examples, the mischief 
that may arise from the extension of those pow- 

| ers? But, sir, having said thus much, not desiring 
to consume the time of the House, and not wish- 
ing to come in conflict with the Chair or the rules 
of order, | will withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the amend- 


| state that it is to extend the franking privilege. 
The Committee of Ways and Means recommend 
a non-concurrence, and | hope that cecommenda- 
| tion will be adopted. 


The qu: sition was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Eighth amendment: 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all books, naps, 
and charts, or other publications enterect for copyright, and 
which, under the act of August 10, 1846, are required to be 
deposited in the Library of Congress, and uf the Smith- 
sonian Institution, may be sent through the mai! free of post- 
ag’, under such reguiauon as the Postmaster General may 
prescribe. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


The Committee 


in that amendment. The act referred to in the 
| amendment requires each person who obtains a 
copyright for a Look to deposit six copies of the 
| work in the Congressional Library, and six in 
the library of the Smithsonian Instuution. This 
amendment merely proposes that the copies thus 
| required to be forwarded to the Congressional 
| Library, and the Smithsonian Institution, shall 
|| come free of postage, and nothing more. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Committee on the 


Library are anxious that this amendment shall be 
adopted. 


Mr. HENN. 
to the amendment of the Senate: 

After the word “ Institution ”’ insert the words “and all 
publications made by the Smithsonian Iustitution.”’ 

I have no desire to debate the amendment. I 
| wish merely to test the sense of the committee 
upon it. 1am in favor of it, and think that the 
publications of the Smithsonian Institution ought 
to be disseminated through the country free of 
charge. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think that that 
is not appropriate to this amendment. It proposes 
| to extend the franking privilege. 
|| Mr. HENN. Not at all. It merely allows 
| these documents to go free of postage. 
| Mr. JONES. It certainly dees extend it, and 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
' 


| 
j 


| 
| 
| 


I think we had better confine ourseives to the 
|| amendment of the Senate. 

The question was taken on Mr. Henn’s amend- 
| ment; and it was rejected. 
| Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend the amend- 

ment of the Senate by adding the words ‘‘ and 
| that an account thereof shall be taken.”’ 
| explain the reason why | offer that amendment. 
| We have applications for relief from the Post 
_ Office Department upon the ground of the quan- 
_ tity of matter sent through the post office under 
| the franking privilege. Now, I desire that Con- 
| gress shall have some reliable data upon that sub- 
ject. I propose that an account shall hereafter be 
taken of all this mail matter, to be certified to by 
the Post Office Department, so that hereafter the 
| House may be able to make some near approxi- 
|, mation to the amount of matter that goes through 
|| the mails free of charge. 
‘| Mr.JONES. I would ask the gentleman from 
|| Virginia not to insist upon his amendment to this 
bill. It can be better done bya resolution. It is 
|| not the sort of provision that should be put in an 
| appropriation bill. It is not appropriate to it. 
Mr. LETCHER. My amendment applies ex- 
| clusively to the matter referred to in this amend- 
'| ment. 
Mr. JONES. This amendment only applies to 
_ such books as the authors shall get copyrights for, 


| 
| 


I offer the following amendment | 


ment of the Senate will be rejected. I will merely | 


, ; | of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence | 
There can be no objection to this amendment, I 
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| Congressional Library, and in the Smithsonian 
| Institution. 


| Mr. Lercnen’s amendment was disagreed to. 


The amendment of the Senate was then con- 
curred in. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I move that.the committee 
| take a reces# until six o'clock, 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move to amend that 
| motion by inserting seven o’clock in lieu of six 
v’clock. 

The amendment wae adopted. 

The motion of Mr. Batnces, as amended, wag 
| then agreed to; and thereupon—at ten minutes after 
four o’clock, p. m.—the House took a recess until 
seven o'clock, p. m. 





EVENING SESSION. 

The CHAIRMAN called the committee to order 
at twenty minutes past seven o'clock, p. m., and 
the committee resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate to the Poat Office appro- 
priation bill. 

The Clerk reported the ninth amendment of the 
Senate, as follows: 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized, in the settlement 
of the accounts of the late postmaster at Watervillc, Maine, 
to allow such sum, in addition to the commissions which 
accrued at his office during bis term of service, as will make 
his compensation equal to $175 per quarter, and cover all 
| such necessary items of incideutal expenses as have been 
usually incurred and allowed in a post office of tis class: 
Provided, however, That the whole compensation and ex- 
penses shall not exceed $425 per quarier. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means, in considering this amendment, bed 
not the papers before them, and they, therefore, 
recommended a non-concurrence in this amend- 
| ment; but they authorized me to change that rec- 
ommendation, if 1 could get satisfactory informa- 
tion from the Department. I have since had a 
conference with the Postmaster General, and he is 
of the opinion that the claim is just, and that it 
ought to be allowed. 

The question was taken; and the amendment of 
the Senate was concurred in. 


Tenth amendment of the Senate: 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the First Comp- 
troller of the Treasury be instructed to examine the claim 
of William R. Glover and Thomas W. Mather and their 
associates, and ascertain and allow such damages aa they 
are entitled to in justice and equity, in consequence of the 
refusal of the Posimaster General to carry into effect the 
contract entered into between William R. Glover and 
Thomas W. Mather and the Postmaster General, ia 1853, 
for the transportation of the mails on the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers, and that such damages be paid to the said Wil- 
liam R. Glover and Thomas W. Mather and their associates, 


out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropii- 
ated. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means had no examination made of these 
| amendments, and but a very slight examination 

of this amendment on its merits, for the reason 

that we had not time to go into such investigation 

as the magnitude of the claim demanded. We, 
| however, bestowed such attention upon it as we 
| could give in the one morning which we had to 
appropriate in our session to this bill. The com- 
mittee determined to recommend non-concurrence 
| in the amendment, believing that it is peculiarly 
| appropriate for investigation by the court of 
claims, which Congress has recently established. 
The contest between the Post Office Department 
and these gentlemen grows out of what they 
allege to be a violation of law on the part of the 
| Department. The Postmaster General does not 
| consider that he has violated the law. Hence the 
case turns exclusively and entirely on the point 
of law, and the committee telieve it should be 
referred to the court which has recently been 
established for the purpose of investigation and 
| decision. The committee, therefore, recommend 
non-concurrence. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move toamend the 
amendment by requiring the First Comptroller of 
the Treasury to report whatever action he may 
take to Congress, for its approbation or rejection. 
I offer this amendment to enable me to make some 
remarks on this question. In this bill, Mr. Chair- 
man, you have allowed agood many individual 
claims which seemed to the committee to be just. 
I do not know whether it is the sense of the com- 
mittee and of the House to allow this one. 1 de- 





| sire to preface my remarks by saying that I have 


the highest possible respect for the Postmaster 


Mr. SEWARD. Then if the Chair possesses || and as shall be sent here to be deposited in the || General, and my observations will relate solely to 
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his official connection with this case. But as some 
of the individuals interested in this matter are my 
constituents, I feel that | would be derelict in my 
public duty if I failed to enter my protest against 
their being reduced to bankruptcy and ruin by 
what | consider to be an act of Executive oppres- 
sion. As I have five minutes to go upon, | will 
try to cram all the points in the case before the 
committee in that time. 

We have been for years trying to get mail facil- 
ities on the Ohio and the Mississippi rivers. In 
August, 1852, Congress passed a resolution requir- | 
ing a daily mail line to be established between 
Louisville and St. Louis, and Louisville and New 
Orleans, and intermediate places; the mail to be 
carried in ** safe and suitable eteamboats.’’ That 
is the language of thecongressional resolution. In 
the autumn following, under Mr. F'illmore’s admin- 
istration, Mr. Hubbard, the Postmaster General, 
advertised for bids under that resolution. Inthat 
advertisement he stipulated that the mail should 
be carried in boats constructed for the transporta- 
tion of mails and passengers only, and of low-pres- 
sure. I will not comment upon that further than 
to say that low-pressure boats cannot be run on 
the western waters, and that there is not a boat 
on the waters which carries mails and passengers 
only. They all have holds, and carry freight. 
Thirty boats nearly are required to carry the mail 
under this resolution, and not one of them is built 
to transport mails and passengers only. These 
gentlemen offered to take the contract to carry the 
daily maile at $450,000 a year. Soon afterwards 
Mr. Fillmore’s administration went out, and the || 
present Administration came in, 

Mr. Campbell, the Postmaster General, had a | 
correspondence with the claimants in relation to 
the low-pressure question, and other subjects con- || 
nected with the contract, the result of which was 
that he addressed a letter to the Post Office Com- | 
mittee, stating that the only way to carry out the 
instructions of Congress was to accept the bid made 
by these gentlemen. They preposed to take the 
contract for the conveyance of the mail on ‘* suit- 
able and safe steamboats’’—following the language 
of the congressional resolution—the boats to be 
approved by the agent of the Department. 
cordingly, on the 20th May, 1853, they entered 


into a contract with the present Postmaster Gen- || 


eral—which contract | hold in my hand—changing 
the price from $450,000 to $297,000; also changing 
the schedule of time, saying nothing about the | 
low-pressure boats, and stipulating, in the language 
of the contract, which, | repeat, I hold in my hand, 
that they should convey the mail in ‘‘ safe and suit- | 
able steamboats,’’ the mails to be free from wet 
and other injury. The terms were ‘‘ safe and suit- 
able steamboats’’ ee eae language 
of the congressional resolution. hey provided 
these safe and suitable steamboats. 
inspected at Louisville by agents of the Govern- 
ment, and they were received by them as answer- 
ing the terms of the contract. They were prepared 
to receive the mail. On the lst of December, when 
the mails were to be delivered for the first time, 
the agent of the Post Office Department met them 


at Louisville with an order from the Department || 


not to allow the mails to be received on board if 
the boats had a pound of freight. 

That is the history of the matter. The Depart- | 
ment refused to give them the mails for transport- 
ation; and they have not been allowed to carry 
them. They were compelled to build several | 
boats, and te hire others, to be ready tg carry out 
their contract. Some of these claimants are young 
men without much capital. They have complied 
with every stipulation required by Congress and 
contained in their contract. 
receive and transport these mails, but the agent | 
refused to deliver them because they had some | 
freight on board. 

That is the sum of the whole transaction. | 

‘Now, you may place the facts before any tribunal, | 





‘ from a justice of the peace upto Heaven’s chancery || 


itself, and you cannot find any tribunal which will | 
not say that it is a case of Executive oppression, 
and that these men should be compensated for the 
loss and damage sustained by them in consequence | 
of the violation of contract by the Postmaster | 
General. 1 speak of this as an official transaction, | 
and intend not the slightest disrespect to the dis- | 
tinguished head of the Department. On the con- | 


trary, | respect and confide in his motives, although | 


i disagree wholly with his official action. I want || Post Office Department. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the committee to recollect this point, that the 


acceptance of their bid took place under Mr. 
Hubbard. It was accepted under the advertise- 


| ment by him for low-pressure boats, and for boats 


_ Post Office Department. 


constructed for the transportation of mails and 
passengers only. These bids were afterwards 
delivered up to the Postmaster General, and a new 
contract was entered into with them, which contract 
I hold in my hand, and in which nothing was said 
except that they should carry the mails in ‘‘ safe 
and suitable steamboats.”’ They rovided these 
boats, and they were accepted by the agent of the 
I am bound to say that 
we have never been able to get proper mail facilities 


| on these western waters; and the committee will 


, or obliquity, or something of the kind. 


recollect that an effort was made by my friend 
from Mississippi, at last session, to get mail 
facilities established on these waters. 

Ce the hammer fell.) 


r. HAVEN. This is a very extraordinary | 
case, Mr. Chairman, and I desire to say to this | 
committee, that in respect to the facts put forth by | 


my friend from Kentucky, 1 cannot say nay to 
any of them, so far as my knowledge extends. 
Nor have I any reason to suppose that there is 
any incorrectness in any of them, unless it may 


grow out of the fact thatif they are true they pre- | 


sent a most remarkable case of official delinquency 
I am 
unwilling to believe it to that extent; and I think 
the Postmaster General should be heard on the 
subject. 


| act upon ez parte statements, however much force 


they may appear to have. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Hear the Postmaster Gen- 
eral where? On this floor? 

Mr. HAVEN. I want to go a little further 
thanthat. Mr. Chairman, I am not willing thata 
claim which I understand, from the wa 
it is put forward by my friend from Kentucky— 
and which, I think, he will tell you—amounts to 
$1,000,000 at least, should go through under the 


| five-minute debate rule, and at this Congress, 


which I believe has gone on so far with clean 
hands, however much they may be stained here- 


| after with the cry of Galphinism by gas-light. I 


Ac- || 


They were | 


1 heard in relation to that transaction. 


They were ready to || 





think it should havea better investigation. At | 


least I think we should allow the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to report to this House the facts at the next 
session, and then we can act on the.facts as re- 
ported. 

The Committee of Waysand Means having had 
no time to look at these facts from beginning to 


|| end, and regarding it as a private claim, only re- 


ported on it to this degree, that they believed that 


these claimants were entitled to have the matter 


investigated, and that they should not have their 
claim in any way injured by suspicion being 
thrown upon it here; and the committee, therefore, 
took upon themselves to say to the House that 
this matter should go to the new court of claims 
for the purpose of investigation. 

I beg the committee not to understand me as 
saying anything derogatory of this claim; but you 
must recollect that it was on reference to the head 
of a Department that the Galphin claim was paid, 
and you must recollect how much the country 
Do not iet 
this Congress stain itself by a transaction of this 
kind. I believe this has been a fair, honest Con- 


| gress; and I want they should justify that char- 


acter by their action. 
contractors should be lowered in the public estima- 
tion, and | want the proposition of my friend from 
Kentucky to be taken up and acted upon by the 
House. I want the valley of the Mississippi to 
have these mail facilities, but I want the committee 
to_remember that they have resulted so far only in 
damages for violation of steam contracts. These 
contractors are clear-headed, eagle-eyed men, and 


are ever on the alert to attend to their interests, | 
while we have a little of everything to attend to; | 


and how can it be expected that we can meet them 
in all their claims? I want this matter fairly inves- 
tigated, and if these parties have been injured by 
the Postmaster General [ hope justice may be 
done them. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. With the leave of | 


the committee | withdraw the amendment, and 


offer another for the purpose of making a single 


remark in reply to the gentleman from New York. 
i move to substitute in the place of the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury the Auditor for the 

The genleman from 


I do not think that this committee should | 


in which | 


I do not want that these | 
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New York talks about Galphinism, and | thought 
| that the remark was made in order to produce « 
| panic in the mind of the committee. | am happ 
to see hostility to Galphinism springing up in 6d 
right quarter. The party with which [ act, | am 
| glad to say, is not responsible for the name o, 
| theexample. The remark of the gentleman beino 
general in its character, I will only add on this 
peint, that I am pretty well known here as a de. 
termined enemy to everything in the form of Ga). 
| phinism and public plunder of every soit. 
But to return to the case. The gentleman injj. 
mated, in the course of his remarks, that there 
| were $1,000,000 damages involved in this case 
| which the House were asked to vote blindly; byt 
|| according to the best information I can get the 
|| damages claimed by the violation of the contract 
| on the part of the Postmaster General are less 
|| than $100,000. Lam perfectly willing to subs). 
tute the Auditor of the Post Office Department for 
the First Comptroller of the Treasury, to whom 
this matter shall be referred, and who shall report 
the result to this House. The matter has already 
been discussed and acted upon by the Senate, 
The gentleman from New York said that the 
Postmaster General ought to be heard. He hag 
been heard for two years, and the case has under. 
gone a careful investigation in the Senate, and 
after full and ample discussion the amendment 
now before the committee was adopted by an 
overwhelming majority. 

I will tell you what | understand the answer of 
the Postmaster General to be. It is that the con- 
tract, which I hold in my hand, binds these men 
according to the advertisement of Mr. Hubbard. 
That is the answer which the Postmaster General 
gives; but it is no answer at all, and why? First, 
because Mr. Hubbard’s advertisement was in vio- 
lation of the resolution ef Congress; and next, be- 
cause they had yielded up to Mr. Campbell the 
bid which they had made under Mr. Hubbard's 
advertisement; whereupon Mr. Campbell entered 
into a new contract with them, changing the price, 
and changing the contract in many other partic- 
|| ulars, in which no reference is made to Mr. Hub- 
bard’s advertisement; and in which no reference 
is made to the fact that the boats to be used must 
be low-pressure boats. Here is a contract which 
stands upon its own merits, and which must be 
construed by itself; and here is a letter from the 
Second Assistant Postmaster General, dated about 
|| the time the contract was made: 

Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, } 

Contract Orrice, Muy 30, 1853. § 
GENTLEMEN: The Postmaster General has made the fol- 
lowing order in regard to the mail service between Louis- 

ville and New Orleans: 

“‘ Modify the acceptance of March 1, 1853, so as to dis- 
pense with the restriction to low-pressure boats, and with 
the way mail service between Cairo and St. Francisville; 


and adjust the compensation by the standard of the lowest 
bids received under the advertisement of 3lst December, 








*< Contract, therefore, with Glover and Mather for the 
daily express service between Louisville and New Orleans 
in seven days each way, and the daily way service between 
Louisville and Cairo, and between St. Francisville and 
New Orleans, at $297,975 per annum from Ist of December 
next, or as much earlier as practicable, the Postmaster 
General reserving thé right to require the supp'y of six ad- 
ditional offices by the express line, without additional pay. 
The whole service to be performed in safe and suitable 
steamboats.’? Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

WILLIAM H. DUNDAS, 
Second Assistant Pestmuster General. 


|| Messrs. GLover and MaTHueR. 

That is the order of the Postmaster General, 
following literally the language of the congres- 
sional resolution. The language incorporated into 
this contract wes, that the mail should be carried 
in a safe and secure manner in safe and suitable 
steamboats. That is the contract. When the 
boats were offered they were accepted by the 
agent of the Post Office Department, but a dispatch 
was afterwards received that they should not take 
the mails, if freight was found on board. | trust 
that the committee will adopt the amendment, and 
do justice to these parties. And to guard against 
one dollar being improperly taken from the public 
Treasury, | am perfectly willing that the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury should report his 
proceedings to the next Congress. I think that 
proposition is a perfectly fair one. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to make a single re- 
| mark in reply to the syggestion that fell from my 
|| friend from Kentucky, and I will endeavor to do 
|| it with entire fairness. He tells us that there 
\| have been thirty boats put into order forthe service 
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